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Resolution IX.2

Resolution IX.3

Resolution IX.7

Resolution IX.8

Resolution IX.9

Resolution IX.10

Resolution IX.11

Resolution IX.12

Resolution IX.13

Resolution IX.4

Future implementation of scientific and 
I

technical aspects of the Convention 
]

Engagement of the Ramsar Convention on

Wetlands in ongoing multilateral processes

dealing with water

The Ramsar Convention and conservation,

production and sustainable use of fisheries

resources

Synergies with other international organizations

dealing with biological diversity; including

collaboration on, and harmonization of,

national reporting among biodiversity-related

conventions and agreements

Guidance for addressing Ramsar sites or

parts of sites which no longer meet the

Criteria for designation

Regional initiatives in the framework of

the Rarr.sar Convention

Streamlining the implementation of the

Strategic Plan of the Convention 2003-2008

The role of the Ramsar Convention in

the prevention and mitigation of impacts

associated with natural phenomena, including

those induced or exacerbated by human

activities

Use of the term and status of the

"Ramsar Secretariat"

Revised modus operandi of the Scientific

and Technical Review Panel (STRP)

Financial and budgetary matters

Evaluation of the Ramsar Endowment Fund

as a mechanism to resource the Smal1 Grants

Fund

Wetlands and poverty reduction

The status of sites in the Ramsar List of

Wetlands of International Importance

Resolution IX.5

Resolution IX.6
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Ramsar Center for Eastern Africa (RAMCEA) - Africa

Himalayan lnitiative - Asia

Carpathian Wetland Initiative (CWD - Europe

The Nordic - Baltic Wetlands Initiative - Europe
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SUMMARY OF THE NINTH MEETING OF
THE CO}{FERENCE OT THE CONTRACTIIYG

PARTIES TO THE RAMSAR CONVENTION ON
WETLANDS: 8-I5 NOVEMBER 2005

The ninth meeting of the Conference of the Contracting
Parlies (COP9) to the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands rvas held

frorn 8-15 Novcnrber 2005. at thc Spckc Rcst-rn Mttnyonyo in

Kampala, Uganda. The thcme of thc Conference was "Wetlauds

and water: supporting life, sustaining livelihoods."
Nearly 1000 pa$icipants represcnting 120 Conhacting

Pafiies, as well as a number ofobscn'cr states, UN agencics

a:rd intergovemmental and non-govemmental organizations,

attended the rneeting. COP9, the firsl Ramsar COP held in
Africa, adopted 25 rcsolutions on a wide range ofpolicy,
prograrnmc and budgctary mattcrs. inctrrding: additional
scientific and technical guidance for the implementation of
the Ramsar wise use concept; engagemenl of the Convention
in ongoing rrultilateral processes dealing with water; the

Colvcntion's role in natural disasier prevention, mitigation and

adaptation: wetlands and povcrty reduction; cultural valucs

of wetlands; and the emergence of avian flu. The COP also

adopted the Convertion's budget and Work Plan for the 2006-
2008 tricnnium, and reviewed its Strategic Plan 2003-2008.

During COP9, there wcre two technical sessions on thc wise

use of wetlands in integrated water management and culture
and knowledge in wetland management as well as an informal
Ministerial Dialogue, organized by the Goverrunent of Ugalda.
Parricipating ministers adopted the Kampala Declaration, which
emphasizes the role ofthe Coavention in arresting continuing
loss and degradation ofwetland ecosystems.

A BRIBF HISTORY OF THE RAMSAR
CONVENTION

The Convention on Wetlands of International Imporlancc
especially as Waterftr"vl Habitat (also known as the Ramsar

Convention) was signed in Ramsar, kan, or 2 February 197 I ,

and came into force on 2l December 1975. The Convention
provides a framework fcrr national action and intemational
cooperation for the conservation and wise use of wetlands and

their regources.

Originally emphasizing the conservation and wise use of
wetlands primarily to provide a habitat for waterbirds, the

Convenlion has subsequently broadened its scope to address al1

aspects ofwetland conservatiol and wise use. Tlris shiil in focus

reflects fhe increasing recognition ofthe importance ofwetlands
as ecosystems that conributc to both biodiversity conseivation
and human well-being. Wetlands cover an estimated nine percent

ofthe Earth's land surface, and contribute significantly to the

global ecor-romy in terms of water supply, fisheries, agriculnre'
tbrestry and tourism.

The Ramsar Convention is the only environmental treaty

dealing with a padicular ecosystem, and currently has 147

Parties. A total of 1524 wetland sites covering 129.2 million
hectares are inciuded in the Ramsar List of Wetlands of
Inlemational Importa.nce. Parties to the Convenfion commit

themselves 10: designate at least one sile that meets the Ramsar

Criteria {bt inclusion in the Ramsar List and ensure maintenarce

of the ecological character of each Ramsar site; include wetland

corservation within national land-use planning in order to

promot€ the u,ise use of all wetlands within their territory;
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establish nature reserves on wetlands ard promote kaining in
wetland research and maaagement; and cotsult with other Palties

about Convention implementation, especially with regard t<:

trausboundary wetlands, shared water $ystems, shared specics

and development projects affecting wetlands.

Conlracting Parties meet every three ycars to assess progress.

in implementing the Convention and wetland conservation, share

knowledge and expcrience on technical issues, and plan for the

next tricnnium. ln addition to the COP, the Convcntiott's work is
supported by a Stardilg Committee, a Scientific and Technical

Review Panel, and the Ramsar Bureau, rvhich c:uries out thc

functions of a Secretariat.
There have bccn eight rnectings oftho COP since the

Convention's entry into force: COPI in Cagliari, llaly (24-?9

November 1980); COP2 in Crdningen, the Netherlands (7-12

May i984); COP3 in Rcgina, Canada {27 May-5 Junc l9B?)l

COP4 in Moffireux, Switzerland (27 June-  July 1990); COP5 in

Kushir:o, Japan (9-16 June 1993); COP6 in Brisbane, Australia
(19-27 March 1996)l COPT in San Jos6, Costa Rica (10-ltt May

I 999); and COPS in Valencia, Spain (1 8-26 November 2002)'

COPT: At COP7, delegates focused on the interelations
between human societies and wetland habitats. They considered

the Convention's implementation in each region and adopted 30

resolutions and four recommendations on policy, programme and

budgetary issues. In addition, a Memorandum of Understanding

was signed between the Ramsar Bureau and the TINESCO World
Heritage Center.

COPS: With over 1000 participants, COPS was the largest

COP in the Corvention's lristory. Focusing ol "Water, wetlands,

liib and culture," delegates adopted more than 40 resolutions

addressing policy, technical, programne ard budgetary matters,

including wellands and agriculiure, climate chalge, cuitural
issues, mangroves, water allocation and management, and the

Reporl of the World Commission on Dams. They also approved

the Convention's budgel and Work Plan for 2003-2005, and its

Strategic Plan for 2003-2008.

COPg REPORT

The opening ceremonies lbr the ninth Corrlerelce of the

Contracting Parties (COP9) to the Ramsar Colvention were held

or Tuesday evening, 8 November 2005. Antonio Femandez de

Tejada, representing Spain, COP8's host country, handed over the

Ramsar flag tr: Kahinda Otafiire, the Ugandan Minister of Lands,

Water and the Environment. Commending the Covemment of
Uganda for hosting the first Ramsar COP in Africa, Femandez

de Tejada drew delegates'attentiot to new challenges facing the

Convention and called for bor:sting international cr:operation

tbr the conservation of wetland ecosystems. Otafiire ttutlined
Uganda's progress towards conservation and sustainable use of
wetlands, and assured delegates that the theme of COP9 and the

aims of the Convention would tre upheld during the Conference.

Highlighting the findings of the Millennium Ecosystem

Asspssment (MA), Ramsar Secretary General Peter Bridgewater
noted that the mte of wetland degradation surpasses that of other
ecosystems, and outlined two major tasks for lhe Conference:

identifying problems and promoting the Convention. He stressed

the necd to balance tire desire to add more sites to the Ramsar

List of Wetlands of International Importance w'ith ensuring

Earth Negotiations B ulletin
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tlreir representativeuess and e{Iective maragement. He called

for synergies among biodiversity-reiated conventions, bettcr

environmental govemance frameworks and capacity building.

Bakary Kartc, Director, Division of Environtnental
Conventions, UNEP, delivered an adclress on behalf of LiNEP

Executive Director Klaus Ttipfer. He highlighterl: enhanced

cooperation between UNEP and the Ramsar Convention;
wctlands' contribution io povefty reduction, disastcr prcvention

and miligation; and opporunities crcated by market approaches

to ecosystem services.
Speaking ol behalf of Ramsar's lnternational Organization

Paftllers (lOPs), Achim Steiner, Director General, the World

Conscrv'ation Union (IUCN), congratulated Uganda on its

achievcments in wetland conservatiott and called for grcatcr

coherence among multilateral environmeirtal agrecments (MEAs)

and broader stakeholder cngagement.

A civil society representative repo*ed on the Civil Socicry

Fomm held on 4 November 2005. She slressed the importance

ofwetlands for poverty reduction and their ability to providc

suppoft sen'ices for sustaining livelihoods. She also proposed

developing legally binding mechanisms to hold Parties

responsible for an-ears in annual dues payments, and called

on Parties to make information accessiblc to civil society

organizations and local communities.

Speaking oo behalfofdonor coun.tries, Kathelyne Craenen

(Belgium) noted that wetland conservation conlinues 1o be a

L:wer priority ol the donor agenda. She requested that wctlands

be put on national and international investment agendas and

called on Parties io advocate for the wise use ofwetlands and

their resources.
Youth representatives presented their concems and proposals,

asking delegates to ensure that information is easy to undersland

and tr: remember that youth will be impacted by COP9 decisions.

Philippe Jacob. Secretary General, Danone Group, presented

the triennial Ramsar Wetland Conservation Awards in the

categories of science, management, and eduoation" respectively

to: Shuming Cai. Chinese Aoademy ol Sciences, China; SH.

A. Nezami Baloochi, Depallmellt of Environment, Province

of Gilan. Iranl and a shared awad between Reiko Nakamura,

Ramsar Centre, Japan ald the Wbtlands Centre, Australia.

OPENING PLENARY
On \l'ednesday morning, 9 November, Antonio Femandez

de Tejada, Spair, ofticially opened COP9, inviting delegates to

consider the agenda and other organizational matters. Delegates

elected Kahinda Otafiire (Ugarda) as COP9 President, and

Tony Slatyer (Australia) and Flavio ChAzara (Mexico) as Vise-

Presidents. Delegates adopted the agenda u'ithout amendment

(COP9 Doc. 1, Rev.2), and the r-ules of procedure (COP9 Doc.

2), with minor amendments.
The COP then established a Credentials Comtnittee comprised

of delegates tiom each of the six Ramsar regions, namely:

Benin (Africa), Thailand (Asia), Switzertand (Ettrope), Peru

(the Neotropics), Canada (North America), and New Zealar,d
(Oceania). Delegates also established a Finance Committee,
chaired by Trevor Swerdt'ager (Canada), with, Albania, Algeria,
Auslralia, Austria, Bahanas, China, Colombia, Japan, the

Netherlands, Nicaragua, Nigeria, the Russian Federation,
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Resolution IX.16

Resolution IX.17

Resolution IX.18

Resolution IX.19

Resolution IX.20

Resolution IX.21

Resolution IX.22

Resolution IX.23

Resolution IX.24

Resolution IX.25

The Convention's International Organization

Partners (IOPs)

Review of the decisions of the Conference

of the Contracting Parties

Establishment of an Oversight Panel for

the CEPA activities of the Convention

The importance of regional wetland symposia

in effectively implementing the Ramsar

Convention

Integrated, cross-biome planning and

management of wetlands, especially in

small island developing states

Taking into account the cultural values of

wetlands

Ramsar sites and systems of protected areas

Highly pathogenic avian influenza and its

consequences for wetland and waterbird

conservation and wise use

Improving management of the Ramsar

Convention

Thanks to the host country
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kev res ix 20 e.doc
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Su,itzerland, the UK, and the US designated as members.
The Secretariat noted that the Committee is open to all Panies
and observers.

President Otafiire presented the list of registered observers
(COP9 Doc. 3l). stating this list would remain open as new
observers are registering daily. Argentina objected to registering
the UK Overseas Territories Conservation Forum as UK:based,
as this non-govemmenal organization (NGO) relates to the
Falkland,Malvinas, South Georgia and South Sandwich Islands
and rejected all references to these as UK territories. The UK
reiterated its position on rhe sovereignty ofthe Islands.

REPORT OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE AND THE
SCIENTI FIC AND TECHNICAL REVIEW PANEL

On Wednesday, Gordana Bcltram (Slovenia), Standing
Committee Chair, presented the report on the Committee's work
during the 2003-2005 triennium (COP9 Doc. 3), highlighting
work rclatcd to: preparation for COP9; review of work by the
Scicntific and Tcchnical Review Panel (STRP); financial matters
relating to the implementation of the Convention; and crcating
synergies between the Convention and other MEAs. Slre callcd
for grcater attention to social and economic considcrations
related to wetland ecosystems in the Committee's future work.
The report was adopted with minor amendments.

Max Finlayson (Australia). STRP Chair, presented thc report
on the STM's work during the 2003-2005 triennium (COP9

Doc. 4). In providing technical advice for COP9, Finlayson
highlighted the Panel's work in preparing the following
documents: additional scientific and technical guidance tbr
implementing the Ramsar wise use concept (COP9 DRI)I a

Conceptual Framework for Ramsar's wise use concept (Annex
A): a revised Strategic Framework and Guidelines for further
development of the List of Wetlands of Intemational Importance
(Annex B); an Integrated Framework for Ramsar's water-related
guidance (Annex C); ecological "outcome-oriented" indicators
for assessing the Convention's implementation effectiveness
(Annex D); and an Integrated Framework for wetland inventory,
assessment and monitoring (Annex E).

During the ensuing discussions, countries expressed general
support for the frameworks prepared by the STRP. They also
agreed to establish a contact group to consider Annexes A and B
ofthe resolution on additional scientific and technical guidance
for implernenting the Ramsar wise use concept (COP9 DRI ).

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY GENEfuIL
On Wednesday, Secretary General Bridgewater reported on

the implementation of the Convention at the global level over the
2003-2005 triennium (COP9 Doc. 5 and Doc.6) and highlighted
the prospect ofreaching 160 Contracting Parties by COPI0.
Bridgewater noted that the Secretariat has managed to balance
the Convention's budget since COP8, but underscored the need
to work "smarter, not hardcr" in the 2006-2008 triennium.
Noting that 110 Parties had submitted national reports, a smailer
number than desired, he stressed the need to simplifu the national
reporting format and continue regular communication between
the Secretariat and Parties.

On the Strategic Plan 2003-2008, Bridgewater highliglrted the
need to focus on key issues in order to increase the percentage
ofattainable targets. He also highlighted six imperatives

exffacted from Parties' national reports: understanding new
international institutional &ameworks and how Ramsar fits
into them; reinforcing and developing the Convention's sfong
scientific basis; effectively managing the List of Wetlands of
Intemational Importance; promoting integrated management
approaches; developing a communication. education and public
awareness (CEPA) programme that responds to the needs of
local people; and ensuring the Convention is effectively managed

intersessionally through the Standing Committee and the
Secretariat.

REGI O NAL O VE RYI EWS O F I MP L E ME NTATION
Delegates reviewed implementation of the Convention

and draft rcsolutions on the COP9 agenda in regional group
meetings hcld on Thursday, l0 Novernber. On Friday evening.

I i November, the groups met to approve appointments to the

Standing Committec.
AFRICA: Chaired by Fanuel A. Dcmas (Namibia). the Afiica

Regional Group's discussions focused on making the mosl of
the first Ramsar COP held in Africa. Ghana urged Parties to

strengthen the region's position and representation by fulfilling
tireir credcntial requirements and paying their dues. as the region
has the largest outstanding portion, and participating in the STRP
and other Committees. On the draft resolutions, delegates called
for inclusion ofAfrica-focused proposals in several resolutions,
including on: engagement in multilateral processes on water;
natural disaster prevention; and the Ramsar Endowment Fund.
Regarding Ramsar sites no longer meeting criteria for listing, the
Secretariat noted that, as drafted, more than halfofthe African
Ramsar sites may be removed from the List with possible

contractual ramifications for Parties.
THE AMERICAS: The Americas Regional Group, chaired

by John Bowleg (Bahamas), reviewed regional positions on
several draft resolutions. On scientific and technical aspects,

Peru, supported by Canada, opposed language on water rights.
Several delegates expressed concem with the draft resolution
on [transboundary] [transnational] Ramsar sites, citing, inter
alia, sovereignty issues. On natural disaster prevention, Cuba
suggested language referring to the impact of extreme climactic
events and the US emphasized pre-disaster management and
prevention. The group opposed the draft resolution on wetlands
of the Antarctic proposed by Switzerland.

ASIA: The Asia Regional Group, co-chaired bf Yasaman
Rajabkhah Shalmany (Iran) and Djismun Kasri (Indonesia)

considered various draft resolutions. On the revised Strategic
Framework and guidelines for future development of the List of
Wetlands of Intemational Importance, one delegate noted that
the guidelines should not deviate from national laws. The group
approved the suggested amendments conceming ecological
indicators. On designation and management of [transboundary]
[transnational] Ramsar sites, delegates could not form a common
position on use ofterms "transboundary" or "transnational."

On streamlining the implcmentation of the Strategic Plan,
many countries said its targets are unrealistic. Regarding the
revised modus operandi ofthe STRP, several Parties suggested
country rotation in selecting experts. Many countries supported
the Convention's work on wetlands and poverty reduction and
natural disaster prevention. Regarding an information text on
managing wetlands and waterbirds in response to avian flu, some
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countdes said the focus should be on waterbirds only, while
others noted that some of the recommendations in the text are

beyond the scope of the Convention.
On Friday moming, l1 November, the group considered

financial and budgetary matters. Several Parties underscored
thc nccd for a strong Secrctariat and adequatc budgct to
implement the Strategic Plan. Parties also highlighted the need

for mechanisms to resource the Small Grants Fund (SGF) and to
fund rcgional projects.

EUROPE: Europe Regional Croup Chair Cordana Beltram
(Slovenia) opened the discussions on dra* resolutions. On
cultural values of wetlands. delegates favored recognizing
cultural values in addition to the already established ecological
character in identifying Wetlands of Intemational lmportance .

The group supported the draft resolution on natural disastcr
prevention. Delegates also discussed priorities for the STRP's
programme of work for 2006-2008, noting that immediate
priority tasks should be covered by the STRP's core budget.
The group also supported the revised draft resolution proposed

by Switzerland on synergies tretween the Convention and
the Antarctic Treaf, welcoming its extension lo address the
Arctic region.

OCEANIA: Navr.r Kwapena (Papua New Guinea) chaired the
Oceania Regional Croup, represented by Australia, New Zealand,
Samoa, Papua New Guinea, ald Fiji as an obseruer. Parties'
discussions included cultural criteria, national reporting. aviau
flu, and the wellands of the Antarctic.

TECNNTCAL SESSIONS
T$,o teahnical sessions were held in parallel on Saturday

afternoon, 12 November, to share experiences and views on
the wise use of wetlands in integrated watgr managemont and

culture and knowledge in wetland management. On Monday,
14 November, delegates heard reports ofthe technical sessions
presented by Kemi Awoyinka, Wetlands Intemational, and Tobias
Salath6, Ramsar Secretariat.

WISN USE OFWETLANDS IN INTEGRATED WATER
MANAGEMENT: Deputy Secretary General Nick Davidson
briefed participants on Ramsar-related outcomes of the t 3th
session of the Ltrl Commission on Sustainable f)evelopment
(CSD-i3). Steve Mitchell, South Africa, presented Southem
and Eastern Africa's experience in integrated water resources
management 0WRM). Mamoru Shigemoto, Japan, described
actions to rehabilitate wetlands in the Tokyo Bay tkough
application of IWRM and integrated coastal zone management
approaches. On the EU Water Framework Direcrive, Bart
Fokkens (the Netherlands) highlighted its complementarity and
mutual supportiveness with Ramsag while Gerhard Sigmund
(Austria) outlined the situatior in Austria and the Danube
River basil.

On managing water for wetlands ald agriculture, David
Molden. International Water Maaagement Itstitute (IWMD
highlighted food security and water resources linkages and the

challenges I'aced in achieving povefiy alleviation targets. Ger
Bergkamp (IUCN) outlined research on determining values of
wetland ecosystems and how to incorpomte these values into
decision making.

CULTUR.E AND KNOWLEDCE IN WETLAND
MANACEMENT: Secretary Ceneral Bridgewater stressed

that it is more important to use culture in the management
and wise use of wetlands than to use it as a criterion ibr site
designation. Thymio Papayands, Mediterranean Institute for
Nalure and Anthropos, reviewed activities of the Mediteranean
Wetlands (MedWet) Cultural Working Croup and, discussing
changing cultr-ral landscapes, noted loss oftraditional
activities. He emphasized incorporating cultural aspects into
wetland ftanagemenl, while respecting social speoificity
ofculture. Traditional elders from the Paroo River area in
Australia highlighted aboriginal values ideltified in a cultural
mapping projecl and the impofiance of building relationships
among relevant stakeholders. Sansanee Choowaew, Thailand,
emphasized a culture-based approach to managing wetlands, and
highlighted, inler alia" joint efforts between temples and local
communilies, and marking temples as wildlife refuges. M6nica
Herzig" Mexico, hightighted local community involvement in
the planning process, and said culture is a broad term and a
systematic approach has yet to be developed. Maria Josd Viials,
Spain, discussed progress rnade in the Mediterraneal region for
incorporating culiural values in wetland management through;
restoring cultural heritage: increasing wetland awareness;

conserving cultural landscapes; and valuing cultural tradition.

SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS
During the course ofCOP9, delegates heard several special

presentations on wetland-related issues ald activities.
AIDRESS BY THE PRXSIDENT OF UGANDA: Uganda's

Presidenl Yoweri Museveni addressed the COP on Monday
aflemoon, 14 November. President Museveni highlighted threats
to wetland ecosystems, which cover 13 percent of the country's
land area and include the headwaters of the River Nile, and
outlined possible solutions. He identified as threats: deforestation
ald silting ofwetland ecosystems; conversioa ofwetlands into
agricultural lands, including pastures, farms and rice paddies;
international environmenlal NGOs for their opposition to energy
plans, which he said leads to over-reliance on firewood; and
predorrinance ofthe rural population and agriculture in Uganda.
He noted as solutions: uriversal educalion; reafforestation
programmes, which generate incorre for local communities;
electrification through hydro, geothermal and solar energy'
projects; and industrialization.

MILLENNIUM ECOSYSTEM ASSESSMENT: On
Saturday, 12 Novernber, Rebecca D'Cruz, Synthesis Team

Co-Chair, presented the Millennium Ecosystem Assessment
(I,lA) synthesis report on "Ecosystems and Hunan Well-Being:
Wetlands and Water." She stressed that ecosystem services
are vital to human well-being, lamenting that many of these

services are overused, mismanaged or degraded, and highlighted
policy choices available to reduce wetland degradation
while maintaining benefits. Distinguishing between free dnd
economically valued services, she said many ofthe social and
economic benefits have not been taken into account by dccision
makers. She said economic instruments promote conservation
and wise use, and noted diffrculties in valuation due to differing
cultural values. Noting accclerated wetland degradation, D'Cruz
highlighted a reduction of human well-being, especially in
developing countries, coupled with an increased demand for
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r.vetland sen,ices. She said policy decisions must address trade

oils between cun'ent and ftiture use, and errphasized cross

sectr:ral and ecosystem approaches. She noted the repor would
help set the future agenda lbr Ramsar, and could be used to raise

a\ arertess on tvetlands.

WETLAND CONSER\IATION AND SUSTAINABLE
USE IN UCANDAT On Wbdnesday, 9 November, Paul Mafabi,
Uganda National Wetlands Programme, prr:vided an overlierv
of'wetland conservation and sustainable use over the last I 5

years in Uganda, noting thal wetland management began with
a ban on wetland drainage. He said that wetland issues were

incorporated into a pove(y eradication plan in 2000, and that a

wetlands sectol stmtegic plan was crealed in 2001. In describing

current achievements, Mafabi highlighted: an increased level
ofawareness; bes{ use practices; creation ofpolicy and legal

frameworks; and the creation of inventories, which have

provided vital information for decision making. Mafatri also

highlighted specific ohallorges for wetland policy, including the

need to improve enforcement mechanistns. He underscored lhe

need to: develop a solid knowledge base; create political and

public inter-est by using the right arguntents; build capacity at

all levels for implementation; and adopt realistic policies and

laws. Mafabi closed by highlighting the imporlance of ensuring

institutional sustainability. and stressed that wetland ecosystems

can play a vital role in peoples'livelihoods and contribute to

their income, and that wetland ecosystsm services can "pay their
own way."

COPg RESOLUTIONS
COPS delegates considered 27 draft r'esolutions beginning

on Wednesday, 9 Novelrber. T'hese resolutions were sublnitted
by Parties or prepared in advance by the Standing Committee
and the STRP. Twenty-five draft resolutions were adopted by
the conclusion of the meeting on Tuesday, 1 5 November. The

draft resolution on wetlands of the Antarctic was wilhdlawn, and

the drafl resolution on [transnational] [transboundary] Ramsar

sites was deferred 1o COPI0. The follorving is a summary of
tire resolutions, including highlights ofthe negotiations and

substantive amendments. Unless otheni,ise mentioned, the

resolutions were adopted during the closing plenary on Tuesday,

15 November'.
ADDITIONAL SCIENTIFIC ANI} Tf, CHNICAL

CUIDANCE FOR IMPLBMENTING THE R.AMSAR
WISE USE CONCEPT: On Wednesday, 9 November, STRP

Chair Max Finlayson (Australia), introduced the Panel's main
oulputs contained in the draft resolution on additional scient.ific

and technical guidance for implementing the Ramsar wise-
use concept and its Annexes A-E, (COP9 DR l , Annexes A-E),
oonceming various aspects of this guidance. Following extcnsivc
discussions in plenary, a contact group on Annexes A and ts was

establishcd, and informal consultations were held on Annexes

C, D and E. The Earth Negatidtions Bulletin ls coverage of these

discussions can be found at:

http:i/www. iisd.ca/ voll7 / enbl 7 20e.html;
http:iiwww. iisd.calvoll 7 / enbl 7 22e.hrml:.

http://wr.r"w. iisd.ca/voll 7 / enbl 7 23e.htrnl; and

http:llwww' iisd.caJt oll 7 I enbl'l 24e.html.

Conceptual Framework for the wise use of wetlands and

thcir eeological tharacter: Thc COP considered Annex A of the

draft resolution in plenary on Wednesday, establishing a contact

group, which convened throughout the COP to reach collsensus

on the issue ofecological characier.

On Safurday, l3 November, in the contact group, delegates

discussed ecosystem scrvices and whcther to rcfer to ecosyslcm

"services" or "benefits." The contact group updated definitions

of"ocological character," "changc in ecological character of
wetlands," and "rvisc use." Delegates reached coilsensus on

those definitions. The COP considered and adopted Annex A
with amendments 10 wetland ecosystem terminology including

"ecosystem benefits/services," as well as the deletion of the MA
table on ecosystem benefits.

Strategic Framework and guidelines for the list of
Wetlands of lnternational Importance: The COP considered

Annex B on Wedtesday, and a contact group was established. In
ths coiltact grcup oR Friday, several Parties examined Crirclion
1 for designating Ramsar sites, and debated whether to add

a new criterion on cultural values, with most opposiog. On

Saarday, delegates suggested using lhe term "near"'instead of
"most" natural wetlands, and on Monday, atler lengthy debates,

delegates reached comprolnise text regarding artiflcial wetlands.

An integrated framework for the Ramsar Conventionos
water-related guidance: On Tuesday, 15 Novembet the

Secretarial introduced Annexes C, Ci and Cii, which contain an

integrated framework and guidelines fbr the Convention's
waler-related ecosystelns. The COP adopted the annexes rvith

minor amendments,
trcological'outcome-oriented" indicators for assessing

the implementation effectiveness of the Ramsar Convention:
On Tuesday, 15 Noveinber, the Secretariat inlroducedAnnex
D, containing suggested arnendments following informal
discussions wilh interestecl Padies raised in the plenary session

underAgenda item IX (Repor olthe STRP Chair). The COP

adopted the annex as amended.
An integrated framework for wetland inventory

assessment and monitoring: On Tuesday, 15 November, tle
Secretariat introduced Annexes E and Ei containing a framework
and gnidclines for the rapid assessment ofinland, coastal and

marine w'etland biodiversity. The COP adopted the annexes

rvithout amendmenl.
Final Resolutior: In this final resolution, the COP:

. approves the Arurexes A and ts of the resolution;

. welcomes the frameworks, guidelines and other advice

provided as amexes C, D, and E;
. urges Pafiies to make good use ofthem as appropriate;
. urges Parlies to draw these frameworks, guidelines and other

advice to the attention ofall relevanl sakeholders; and
. instructs the Secretariat to disseminate widely the frameworks

a:rrd guidelines annexed to the resolution, including through
arnendment and updating of the Ramsar "Toolkit of Wise Use

Handbooks."
The final texl ofAnnex A requesis the STRP to report to

COP I 0 on the harmonization of definitions and terms related

to ecosystem benefils/services. The definition of ecological
character. includlng the phrase "at a given point in tirae,"
underscores that the concemed Party provide lhe ecological
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character ofa site at the time ofdesignation to the List. A change
in ecological character ofa listed site should be assessed against
the baseline status presented in the Ramsar Information Sheet
(RIS) and the time of designation for the List. "Ecological
character" is defined as the human-induced adverse alteration
ofany ecosystem component, process and/or ecosystem beneflt/
service.

Aanex B defines wetlands using Article 1.1 of the
Convention, which includes artificial ones. It highlights a(ificial
Ramsar sites as having intemational importance for biodiversity.
it notes. however, this should notjustifu the destruction or
modification of"near-natural" wetlands. The annex also states
that a wetland should be considered of intemational importance
ifit has a unique example ofa "near" natural wetland t)?e or
if it regularly supports one percent of the population of a
wetland-dependent non-avian animal species.

Annex C and its appendices contain an Integrated Framework
for the Convention's water-related guidance, with additional
guidance on the analysis ofcase studies in river basin
management and guidelines for the management of groundwater
to maintain the ecological character ofwetlands.

Annex D contains seven initial ecological "outcome-oriented"
indicators for assessing the implemcntation effectiveness of
selected aspects ofthe Convention. The approach is outlined
as part of the integrated updating of monitoring and reporting
processes under the Convention, including the intention to
simplifu the National Report Format for COP I 0. The initial
indicators are:
. the overall conservation status ofwetlands;
. the status ofthe ecological character ofRamsar sites;
. trends in water quality;
. the frequency of threats affccting Ramsar sites;
. wetland sites with suluessiully implemented conservalion or

rvise use managemcnt plans;
. overall population trends ofwetland taxa;
. changes in threat status ofwetland taxa; and
. the proportion ofcandidate Ramsar sites designated so far for

wetland typE3,/features.

The annex also cirtlines indicators recommended for further
consideration by the STRP.

Annex E outlines an Integrated Framework for wetland
inventory assessment and monitoring and Guidelines for
the rapid assessment of inland, coastal and marine wetland
biodiversity, and were prepared by the STRP and the Secretariat,
and developedjointly for the Convention and the Convention
on Biological Diversity (CBD) under the CBD/Ramsar Third
Joint Work Plan and in response to the Ramsar Strategic Plan
2003-2008 and CBD COP6 Decisions VI/5 on inland warers and
VU6 on marine and coastal biological diversity.

FUTURE IMPLEMENTATION OF SCIENTIFIC AND
TECHNICALASPECTS OF THE CONVENTION: This
draft resolution (COP9 DR2) was first considered in plenary on
Thursday, 10 November. The Secretariat introduced the draft
resolution, roting that the STRP has identified its immediate and
high priority tasks as contained in Annex I , explaining that all
tasks would be consolidated with those agreed under the revised
Strategic Plan 2003-2008 into the Work Plan for 2006-2008. The
EU requested inclusion of inland waterways in Annex l.

Regarding Annex 2 on a schedule ofactions for scientific
and technical implementation of the Convention 2006-20 I I ,
Argentina requested removing reference to the defense and
military sector. Delegates debated whether the task on wetlands
and agriculture should be made an immediate priority.

The Earth Negotiations Bulletinb coverage ofthese
discussions can be found at: http:/lwww.iisd.calvol I 7/enb I 72 I e.
html and http://www.iisd -ca/vol17 /enbl725e.html.

Final Resolutior: In this final resolution (COP9 DR2 Rev.1),
the COP approves the immediate and high priority actions for the
STRP for 2006-2008 and the schedule ofactions fior scientific
and technical implementation of the Convention for 2006-20 I I .

The COP requests the Secretariat to consolidate these aclions and
the schedule with the annex to the revised Strategic Plan 2003-
2008 to fonn the Convention's Work Plan 2006-2008.

The COP also urges Parties, donors, intergovemmental
organizations (IGOs), IOPs, national NGOs, and others to
use this programme in deciding priorities for their financial
and other support towards the future scientific and technical
implementation of the Convenrion.

ENGAGEMENT OFTHE CONVENTION IN ONGOING
MULTILATERAL PROCESSES DEALING WITH WATER:
On Thursday, Bridgewater introduced thc draft resolution (COP9
DR3), stressing that it does not seek to transform Ramsar into a

Convention on water but rather a Convention that understands
its role in addressing water issues. He also noted the rclevance
of Ramsar's work to the ongoing implementation cycle on
water, sanitation and human seftlements turder the CSD, and the
upcoming Fourth World Water Forum.

In thc ensuing discussions, the resolution received broad
support. Japan cautioned against excceding the scope ofthe
Convention. A rcference to the Global Water Partnership in the
preamble was proposed, and lack of data on wetland ecosystems'
demand for water was highlighted.

The COP considered and adopted the draft resolution on
Tuesday with several editorial amendments and the addition of
reference to "an ecosystem approach" in IWRM.

Tbe Earth Negotiations Bulletini coverage ofthese
discussions can be found at:

http:/iwww.iisd .calv oll7 I enb172 I e.html.
Final Resolution: In the final resolution (COP9 DR3 Rev.2),

the COP affrrms that the conservation and wise use of wetlands
is critical for the provision ofwater for people and nature, and
that wetlands are a source of, and depend on, water. It calls
on Parties to bring Ramsar's water-related resolutions and
guidelines to the attention of water management authorities fbr
their integration into national IWRM plans.

The resolution instnrcts the Ramsar Secretariat to cooperate
with the Fourrh World Water Forum Secretarial aad other
relevant global and regional water initiatives to ensure that
wetland ecosystems goods and services are recognized as a key
elemenl for effective management of water resources while
maintaining the ecosystem functioning of wetlands. It further
instructs the Secretariat to provide input to the CSD at its session
in 2008, and report thereon to COPI0.

CONSERVATION AND SUSTAINABLE USE OF FISH
RESOURCES: During informal consultations on this issue
(COP9 DR4) on Thursday and Friday, several Parties requested
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amendnrents to references conceming ecologically damagi ng
fishing gear and practices. Sorae delegates highlighted the
lack of accurate data on fisheries in wetland eco$ysioms and
othcrs urged greater assislaflce of IOPs in such data collection.
The contact group agreed on a revised rcsolution. which was
prescnted during the closing plenary on Tuesday and adopted by
the COP.

The Earth Negatialions Bulletin's coverage of these

discussion.s can be found at: http://www. ii sd.calvol I Tlenb I 72 1 e.

htnrl and http://r.rww.iisd.calvoll7 I enb 1722e.httn7.

Final Resolutioz: In this fina1 resolution (COP9 DR4 Rev.l),
thc COP acknowledges that "fisheries resources" instead of
"fish" are a vital source of food and income and can assist in the
f,fiher reduction ofpoverty. This term was replaced throughout
the text ofthe resolution. It confimrs that this resolution covers
issues in inland, coastal, and marine wetland fisheries within the
scope of Article 1 ald Rarnsar sites within the scope ofAdicles 1

and 2.1 ofthe Convention. It furlher;
. urges Parties to apply, as appropriate, the recommendations

annexed to the resolution when addressiag issues of fte
sustainable use offishelies resou.ces in relation to the
conseffation and wise us of wetlands;

. encoumges Parties to liaise with relevant partners to undertake
inventories, assessments and monitoring of fisheries resources;
and

. encourages Parlies to assist fishers in gaining access to
environmentally friendly technologies for fisheries and related
activities.
SYNNRGIES WITH OTHER BIODIVERSITY.

RXLATED PROCESSf,S: On Friday. the Secretary General
introduced the draft resolution (COP9 DR5). Many delegates
welcomed national reporting synergies. somc proposing comflton
modules and fomats, and one urging synergies for indicators,
data collection and information sharing. Delegates debated
which international processes and institutions the Secretariar
should collaborate with. An informal group was established to
consolidate amendments.

On Tuesday, the Secretariat outlined the amsndments to
the revised draft resolution, explaining that its annex had been
changed to an information document (COP9 Doc. 32). The US
stipulated harmonization ofnational reporting should be subject
1o the mandate ofeach individual Convention, and Parties agreed
that the Secrctariai liaise with rhe UNFCCC and UNCCD Joint
Liaison Group. The COP adopted the resolution with these
amendments.

The Earth Negotiatians Bulletinb covolage ofthese
discussions can be found at:

http:ilwww.i isd. ca/ v ol 1 7 I enb 77 22c.htmi.
Final Resolutior: In this final resolution (COP9 DR5 Rev.1),

the COP requests the Secretary General to:
. continue to be fu1ly involved in, and report to the Standing

Committee on, proceedings of the Biodiversity Liaison Croup
established under the aegis of the CBD;

. cooperate closely with relevant conventions as appropriate,
including UNFCCC and t"tNCCD, and seek to reduce
duplication;

. consider how best to simplif and reduce duplication in
reporting under relevant resolutions of previous COPs,

Friday, I8 November 20AS

and to make t'urther recommendations on streamlining and
simplifying rcporting requirements; and

. continue working with UNEP's Division of .Environmental
Conventions and Secretaria8 ol other biodiversity-related
MEAs subject to each Convention's mandate" bearing in mind
their conkacting Parties.
It further urges Parlies to develop means at the national level

of improving the liaison between the Convention's administrative
authorities and focal points for other related conventions and
agteements and to report to the Secretariat on progress in
harmonizing information management and reporting.

ITRANSBOUNDARYI JTRANSNATIONAL] RAMSAR
SITf,S: On Friday, the Secretariat introduced the draft resolution
(COP9 DR6), noting that historically it has been the Parties'
prerogative to designate Wetlands of International lmportalce
in their territories oaly. Delegates could not reach consensus

on use of terms'lransboundary" versus "transnafional," and
agreed during the plenary session on Monday to further consider
the issue at COP10 and. in the meantime, consult with IUCN
on legal, immigration and other implications of establishing
lransboundary sites.

The Earth Negoliations Btillelin's coverage of these

discussions can be found at: http:i/wwwi isd.ca/ v all 7 / enbl7 22e.
html and http://wrvw.iisd.calyollT / enbl724e.html.

GUIDANCE FORADDRESSING RAMSAR SITES OR
PARTS OF SITES WHICII NO LONGER MEET THE
CRITERIAfOR DISIGNATION: This agenda item (COP9
Doc. 15) was introduced on Friday, 1l November, with a draft
resolution (COP9 DR7) prepared by the Secretariat. Malawi
called for assistance and measures to rehabiiitate sites, rather
than simply deleting them. On Monday, delegates considered
ihe revised draft resolution and adopted it with a reservation by
India that the resolution's guidance should not impinge on the
sovereign rights ofa Contracting Party.

lbe Earth Negoticttions Bulletinb coverage ofthese
discussi ons can be found at: http ://www. i isd. ca/ v ol17 / enbl7 22e.
html and http://wr .1&..iisd .ca/vo117 /eab1724e.html.

Finsl Resol$tion: In the final resolution (COP9 DR7 Rev"l),
the COP adopts the guidance contained in ihe annex to the
resolution on addressing issues of Ramsar sites or parts of sites
that cease fo tulfill or never fulfilled the criteria for designation.
The COP requests Conkacting Parties to apply the luidance and
procedures set out in the annex when contemplating the deletion
of a site from the List of Wetlands of lntemational Importance .

The rcsolution urges Conkacting Parties to provide developing
countries with assistance, including capacity building, in order
to help reverse the factors leading to consideration ofdeletion
or restriction of a site. It also instructs the Secretariat, with the
advice of the STRP, to report to COP10 on thesc matters, and
urges Parties to provide the Secretariat with information on
their experiences and lessons learned in their application of this
resolution.

RECIONAL INITIATIYES IN THE FRAMEWORK
OFTHE RAMSAR CONVINTION: On Wednesday, several
Parties highlighted the importance of regioral initiatives in
the implementation of the Convention (COP9 DR8). Iran
highlighted the role of the newly established Central and Wbsl
Asia Regional Center. On Friday, the Secrelariat introduced
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a revised draft resolution, amended with comments received

from Parties. Several Parties requested references to specific
initiatives, inter alia: the Plata Basin Initiative, the High Andean

Initiative, the Nile Basin Initiative. and the Black Sea Wetlands

Initiative. Nepal requested the Secretariat to lurther develop

the Himalayan Initiative for COPl0. On financial implications,
the EU requested clarification on the purpose offunding, India
called for additional financial and budgetary support. and the

Secretariat expressed concern over lack ofresources for new

initiatives, noting core budget funds could "kick star!" some

initiatives. On Tuesday, the plenary adopted the resolution with
sdveral amendments.

T1ne Earth Negoticrtions Btrlletin s coverage ofthese
discussions can be found at: http:i/www. ii sd.calvol I 7/enb I 720e.

html and http:/iwww.iisd.ca/voll7 / enbl722e.html.
Final Resolutioz: ln the final resolution (COP9 DR8 Rev.2),

the COP endorses seven regional initiatives listed in Annex I.A,
and recognizes the potential offour others contained in Annex
I.B, which are subject to further development and consideration

by COPI0. It agrees to contribute financial support for seven
regional initiatives listed in Annex LC in the 2006-2408
triennium, and authorizes the Standing Committee to approve

intersessionally qualifuing initiatives that have zero implications
for the Convention's core budget. The resolution also renews its

cooperation with the Govemment of Greece on its hosting the
MedWet Coordination Unit in Athens, and adopts the budget for
the operation of the MedWet Committee and Coordination Unit,
as contained in Annex II of the resolution.

STREAMLINING THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THB
STRATEGIC PLA-I\ OFTHE CONVENTION 2003-2008: On
Thursday, the Secretary Geleral inlroduced the draft resolution
(COP9 DR9), noting it providcs a basis for the Secretariat and

the Standing Committee to test a new approach in setting up
priorities for the 2006-2008 Work Plan. Delegates stressed

targets should be realisdc and recognize Parties'abilities and
limited resources. They highlighted: the need to simplifu the Plan

for better monitoring at regional and national levels; setting clear
directions for all organizations working on wetland consen'ation;
new ways to develop future strategic plans; and use ofthe Plan
as guidance for prioritizing implementation at the national level.

On Tuesday, the Secretariat introduced the revised draft,
noting the annexed Framework will undergo review, editing
and change during the 2006-2008 triennium. The EU proposed

language specifying the Framework is a "working tool" and that

the Standing Committee will carry out the review. New Zealand

called for design of a simplified COP10 national reporting formal
harmonized with other relevant conventions and agreements.

Delegates debated including as a Key Result Area assessment of
the UNFCCC irrplementation on wetlands, agreeing this would
be considered by the Standing Committee. The COP adopted the

resolution with these amendments.
The Earth Negotiations Bulletin ls coverage of these

discussions can be found at:
http:/lwww.iisd.calvoll7 / enbl7 2 I e.hfinl.

Final Resolutiar: In the final resolution (COP9 DR9 Rev. I ),
the COP accepts the annexed Framework for the implementation
of the Convention's Strategic Plan 2003-2008 in the 2006-2008
period. The resolution instructs the Standing Committee to:

develop and implement a comprehensive, inclusive process for
development of the 2A09-2014 Strategic Plan for COPI0; use

Earth Negotiations Bulletin
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the Framework to design a simplified COPI0 National Report
Framework, taking into account the resolution on synergies

with other conventions and collaboration and harmonization of
national reporting, and urges Parties, the Standing and STRP

Committees, the Secretariat and IOPs to use the 2003-2008

Strategic Plan and its appendices as a renewed chatlenge to

promote, implement and monitor the Convention's perlormance,

including through the application of "outcone-oriented"

indicators for the Convention's implementation. The Framework
outlines the Convention's goals and the Key Result Areas and

Key Perfbrmance Indicators.
THE ROLE OFTHE CONVENTION IN NATURAL

DISASTER PREVENTION, MITIGATION AND
ADAPTATION: On Friday, Bridgewater noted the relevance

of this draft resotution (COP9 DRl0) following the Asian
tsunami and recent hurricanes. Proposals included: paragraphs

on impacts of extreme climatic events and mobilizing resources

to restore affected wetlands: renaming the resolution to reflect

the role of Ramsar in rnitigating impacts associated with
natural phenomena; reference to "affected people" instead of
"local communities and indigenous people"; and paragaphs

emphasizing pre-disastcr planning.
On Tuesday, delegates reviewed the revised draft resolution.

Wetlands International, supported by Switzerland, Austria.
Bclgium, Costa Rica and the Netherlands, proposed changing

the resolution's title to reflect natural phenomena induced or
exacerbated by human activities. Japan supported deleting
a paragraph on establishing mechanisms for emergency

assessl-nent. Switzerland, supported by Belgium and Albania,
proposed ret'ercncc to ecosystem "services" instcad of "benefits."
Suriname suggested including boti services and benefits.
Annenia proposed a separate clause specifying the hulan
activity of drainage as exacerbating natural phenomena. With the

amendments by Wetlands Intemational, Japan and Armenia. the

resolution was adopted.
The Earth Negotiations Bulletin'"s coverage of these

discussions can be found at:

http:ilwrvrv.iisd .cal vol17 / enbl7 22e.html.

Final Resolution: In this final resolution (COP9 CRl0
Rev.1), the COP recognizes the important role of Ramsar in
disaster avoidance and mitigation and posldisaster restoration,

and the significance of synergies with other MEAs and agencies

focusing on natural disasters. It also bears in mind the impacts

on wetlands ofextreme clirnatic events and the need for financial
resources for, inter alia, prevention and early waming.

The resolution:
. underlines the devastating impacts ofnatural disasters on the

delivery of ecosystem sen'ices/benefits;
. urges maintenance and restoration ofwetlands to reduce

wlnerability to natural disasters;
. encourages Parties aad river basin authorities to ensure

wetland ecosystems are managed and restored in order to,

inter alia, contribute lo wider strategies aimed at mitigating
climate change and deseditication;

. requests the Secretariat in collaboration with Parties and other
partners to develop and act on decision support tools for all
affected ecological zones;

. requests affected Parties to monitor and assess impacts of
natural disasters on the ecological character ofwetlands and

I.

:i:

i .v X a r Y c ' '* ) ^t-or n5uror [nud!aT,1n,lnoudrut!1n1neu1 luvi{!ur LunlT!TrTL]6}Jtlfl I



e'1:riSyro;:T1r.offr.:n1n1n*ni1fr'rprgr.j'rfi'oufilfir{1fr: lupllaJq:rqil.ufi s

Earth Negotiations Bulletin

VoL 17 No. 25 Poge 9 Friday, 18 November 2005

L\
''. 4

i-

,.,]:,:,,r]:],ii.:,..

??a..

on the livelihoods ofaffected people dcpendent on these
*'ctlands;

. encouragos cstablishing multi-hazard analyses defining
sensiblc areas for developrrent and appropriate contingency
planning lhat recognizes pre-disastcr planningt

. calls on Partics to work together urgently on recovery,of
coasral wetlands and associated livelihoods in countries
affccted by thc Asian tsunami:

. requests the Secretariat and donors to recogrrize the need for
prioritization in the search for funds, resource mobilization
and intcmational coopcralion;

. instructs the STRP. working with relevant agencies and
IOPs. to dcvelop a set ofrestoration guidelines that may be
irnplemented following natural disasters:

. instnrcts the Secrelariat, through the CEPA Programme, to
develop materials that highlight lessons leamed regarding
appropriate pre-disaster measures; and

. instnrcts the Secretariat. working with relevant intemational
organizations, especially the joint UN Environment
Prograrnme/O1Iice for the Coordination of Hurnanitarian
Affairs (UNEPiOCHA) Environrnent Unit. to develop
guidance on a set ofresponses which can be initiated
following the onset ofa natural disaster affecting wetlands.
USE OFTIIE TERMAND STATUS OFTHE *RAMSAR

SECRETARIAT": The COP considered the draft resolution
concerning the use ofthe term "Ramsar Secretariat" (COP9
DRl1) in plenary on Friday. Many Parties recognized that the
resolution would harmonize terminology with similar MEAs.
The COP considered and adopted amendments on the recognition
of the Ramsar Convention as an IGO and on reporting outcomes
of consultations with appropriate bodies to the Standing
Committee. The Earth Negotiations Bulletin'.s coverage of these
discussions can be found at:
http : i/www. i isd . c a] v oll 7 / enb | 7 22 e.html.

Final Resolutioz: In the final resolution (COP9 DRl l Rev2),
the COP decides that in its external relations the Bureau may use
the descriptor "the Ramsar Secretariat" in its official statements
and documents. It reaffirms that use of "Secretariaf' shall not
affect the Bureau's functions provided for in the Convention
text. It further instructs the Secretary General to consult with
appropriate bodies regarding transformation ofthe status ofthe
Secretariat to an IGO, while still maintaining its links with IUCN
and the host country. Finally, it requests the Secretary General to
report on the outcome ofthese consulaations at the 34th meeting
of the Standing Committee.

REVISED MODUS OPERANDI OFTHE SCIENTIFIC
AND TECHNICAL REVIEW PANEL: The COP considered
the draft resolution on revising the modus operandi of the STRP
(COP9 DRl2) on Friday. STRP Chair Finlayson introduced the
draft resolution, which received general support, with scvera!
Parties skessing stronger national focal point's engagelnent.
Parties debated appointment ofexperts, several delegates saying
nominees should not be limited to "giobally-recognized" experts
and urging equitable regional representation. One urged allorving
Parties to propose high priority thematic work areas and anothcr
suggested the Panel identifu capacity needs for the 2006-2008

triennium. The Earth Negotiations Bulletinls coverage of these
discussions can bc found at:

http:/44'ww.iisd .cai voll 7 / enbl 722e.html.
Final Resolutioz: In the final resolution (COP9 DRl2 Rev.l),

the COP realfirms the critical importance of the work and advice
ofthe STRP to the Convention. It approvcs the annexed revised
STRP modus operandi and establishcs an STRP Oversight
Commiltee, reporting to the Standing Committee and comprised
of the Chair and Mce-Chair of the Standing Committee, the
Chair and Vice-Chair ofthe STRP and the Secretary Gencral
and Deputy Secretary General. It also agrees that the Standing
Committee will continue to have overall responsibility for
STRP work, with the STRP Chair reporting to each Standing
Committee meeting on the Panel's progress and advising on
adjustments to the programme. The COP further:
. confirms as immediate priorities the development and

engagement of the STRP national focal points in all stages of
STRP work;

. recoglizes the urgent need to ensure funding;

. agrees to a revised list ofbodies and organizations invited to
participate as observers in the STRP meetingsl and

. emphasizes the value of STRP member participation in COP
and Standing Committee meetings.
The annexed revised modus operandi includes: the

establishment and responsibilities of the STRP Oversight
Panel; criteria and characteristics ofcandidate STRP
members and the composition of the Panel; the procedure
for identification and appointment of candidaaes, Chair and
Vice-Chair; rules in relation to observer organizations; and
ensuring continuing national and regional applicability and
continuity of Panel membership.

FINANCIAL AND BUDGETARY MATTERS: Delegates
heard the financial report and proposed budget for the 2006-2008
triennir.un (COP9 DRl3) in plenary, submitted by the Chair of
the Subgroup on Finance of the Standing Commiuee and the
Finance Committee Trevor Swerdfager (Canada). On issues for
the 2006-2008 triennium, Swerdfager underscored the need to
further discuss budget allocations, including the proposed four
percent increase. Delegates requested the budget be maintained
with zero increase in the next triennium, with others noting their
flexibilities.

On Friday, the Finance Committee met in the #".noon to
further consider the budget for 2006-2008. The EU proposed
balancing budget lines, particularly between regional initiatives
and the STRB stressing the necd for more scientific and
technical services to the Convention. Several Parties expressed
flexibility with a budget increase of less than four percent, and
others supported an increase but opposed shi&ing budget lines
between regional initiatives and the STRP.

On Monday, the Finance Committee Chair Swerdfager
rcported to plenary on progress made in discussing financial and
budgetary matters. He noted that there is a shortfall in each fiscal
year's budget. Discussions focuscd on identi$ing reductions to
balance the budget in areas, including the Ramsar sites database,
communication, regional initiatives and CEPA operating costs.
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During the closing plenary on Tuesday. Swerdfager presented

the resolulion on tinancial and budgelaly matters for adnption'

He outlined the resolution as well as the newly attached annexes,

notilg that Annex II contains the core budget for 2006-2008,

based on the COP agreeing 1o a four percent increase.

. Argentina, with Brazil, accepted the budget but requesled

to record their concems over the increase in the report of
the meeting. Delegates agreed to remove Annex lli (Annual

Contribution Arrears) from the drall resolution, and make it an

infonnation document for the COP. The Afiican Croup supported

the budget and said the reallocation ofthe iunds wr:uld allow the

STRP 6 fulfill its tasks. One Party requested reflecting in the

report that STRP funds allocated in the budget shall not be c*t

in the fulure. The Secretary General said that eiemenls ofSTRP
*unds are combined and they do not indicaie any cut.

The Earth Negotiations Bttlletill's coT era5e of these

discussions can be found at:

http:/www.iisd.calvol1 ?ienbl 722e.html, lrttp:l/www.iisd.cal

val17 I enbl'l23ohtml, htip:/llvww.iisd.ca/vol1 Tienb I 724e.html

and http:/1www.iisd.calvol I 7/enb I 725e.html.

Final Resolation: ln the final lesolution (COP9 DRl3 Rev.2)'

the COP approves the budget for the 2006-2008 trienniurn as

attached in Annex I to enable the implementation ofthc Strategic

Plan ofthc Convcntion. Thc forecast income for 2006-2008

represents a four percent increa;e per year, based on the COP9

budgeted Party allocations for 2005. The total incomcs for the

thrce years are: 4,054,390 Swiss francs for 20061 4,206,2'17

Swiss francs for 2007; and 4,365,094 Swiss francs for 2008'

The COP decides that the Terms of Reference for the Financial

Adminisration of the Convention shall be applied in toto to the

2006-2008 triennium.
The COP also:

. urges the Secretary Ceneral, in managing the budget, to

attcmpx to refill the Reserve Fund established by Resolution

Y1.11;
. decides that the Subgroup on Finance. as established by

Resolution VL17, shall continue to operate under the aegis of
thc Standing Committee and with the roles and responsibiiities

specified in that resolution;
. authorizes the Standing Clommiltee to change budgetary

allocations between budget lires in light of significant positive

o. negative changes during the triennium to the rales of
inflalion and inlerest income projected in the budget;

. decides that the contribution of each Contracting Party to this

budget shall be in accordance with the scale ofassessments

for the contribution of Member Stales lo the tlN budget as

approved by the lJN Ceneral Assembly for 2006 (Annex II)
and yet to be approved for the years 2007 and 2008;

. calls upon all Parties to pay their contributions promptly by

1 January of each year; and
. uges those in arears to settle them as expeditiously as

possible.

EVALUATION OTTHE RAMSAR ENDOWMENT
FUND AS A MECHANISM TO RESOURCE TI|E SMALL
GRANTS FUND: ln plenary on Friday delegates considered

the draft resolution on evaluation of the Ramsar Endowment

Fund (COP9 DR14). During plenary on Monday, the Secretariat

introduced a revised dmf! resolution. Highlighting funding

Earth Negotiations B alletin
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constmints, Iran, supported by lsrael. requested that the decisiott

mention the Asia region specificaily. Bridgewater said that the

region's concems would be recorded in the COP9 report, and

the draft resolution was adopted without amendment.The Earth

Negotiatian,s Bulletin s coverage of these disoussions can be

lbund at: http;//www.iisd.cal va11"1 I etbl"124e.html'
Final Resolutioa: In the tinal resolulrr:n (COP9 DR14 Rev.1),

the COP lescinds its decision in Resolution VIII.29 lo establish

a Ramsar Endowment Fund to resource the Small Crants Fund

(SGF), and urges the Standing Cornmittee to actively ptirsue

aitemative lunding mechanisms. The COP fur-lher instrrrcts the

Secretary Ceneral to submil proposals to the Standing Committee

at its 34th meeting for improving the status and resourcing of the

SGF. with a focus on ensuring thai dedicaled sources offrurding

are developed, and calls on development assistance agenci''s

and other organizations within the Asia region to support the

establishment of such a mechanism. The COP also requests

the Standing Comrnittee to bring to COPI0 new proposals for

establishing a more vigorous mechanism 10 suppott the SGF

incluriing the possible developmenl ofregional support funds.

WETLAI\{DS AND POYERTY REDUC'IION: On Fridav,

thc Secretariat introducetl the draft resolution on wetla*ds and

poverty reduction (COP9 DRl5), rvhich received strong supporl

from Parties. During the plenary on 'l uesday, Bridgewater

introduccd a revised resolution. Onc Party suggestcd' opposed

by several developing countries, including thc term "extrente"

before poverly. Ghana, Sudan, Nepal and Indonesia supported

the words "povcrry rcduction" for the ritle ofthe resolution.

Wetlands lntemational. supported by the Netherlands and

Srvitzeriand, rccommcnded new text concerning reviewing and

improving cxisting finance mechanisms as well as encouraging

new thinking in finance institutions for wetland managcment to

help address poverry reduction. Bridgewater suggested this tcrm

be solved in DR I Annex A, which will ihen sct precedent for all

other resolutions. The draft resolution rvas adopled as amended'

The Earth Negotiations Bulletin is coverage of thesc

discussions can be found at:

hfip:l/wl ,w.iisd.calvolI Tlenb I 722e.lrtml.

Final Resolutior: In the final resolution (COP9 DRl5 Rcv,l),
the COP urges Parties to take action to contributc to povcrty

reduction, especially in the tbllowing areas: human lifb and

safety; access to resources; ecological sustainability; go{emance;

and economics. Ii further urges Parties 1o take or supporl action
to:
. raise aw'areness ofthe links between rvetland degradation ancl

poverty;
. give priority or supporl to conservalion and wise use ofrvater

and wetlands in national poverty reduction strategies;
. create new partnerships between local communities,

developers and conservationists;
. review and improve existing financing mechanisms, as well as

promote new sustainable financing mcchanisms for wetland

tnanagement; and
. ensure gender equality in sustainable wetland managemcnl

strategics.
The COP also cncourages Pa(ies to work with UNEP,

UNDP, the UN Depariraent of Social and Econon:ric Affairs, the

lOPs. national and intemational NGOs and others to enlrancc
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sustainable livelihoods utilizing a r.vise use approach lowards
wetlands and build capacity for conimunitics in relation to
activities designed to incroase food security, diversify economics
and add value to wetland products.

THE STATUS OF SITES IN TTIO RAMSAR LIST OF
WETLANDS Or INTERNATIONAL IMPORTANCE On
Friday, Bridgewater introduced this draft resolution (COP9
DRl6), noling a considerable increase in the quality and
number of sites and highlighting a great$ divers.ity in the types
of designatcd wetlands. Parties provided updated information
conceming Ra.msar site designations since COP8, planned
extensiors to existing Ramsar sites, and future designations of
new or cxtended sites. The Atrica region requested the Secretary
General to consider options flor assisting and encouraging
Parlies in their actions in response to threatened changes in
the ecological character ofRamsar sites. Following a proposal
by WWI supported by several Parties, delegates agreed to
request thal Greece provide information on its effofis to restore
the ecological character ofseven Ramsar sites included in the
Montreux Record of Ramsar sites, where changes in ecological
character have occurred, are occurrilg or are likely to occur, with
a view to removing these sites from the Record.

On Monday, the Secretariat introduced various amendments to
the draft resolution. Delegates agreed to a suggestion by Portugal
to include a table on missing infbrmation from RIS in the annex.
A paragraph expressing concerl over the number ofthird party
reports received by the Secretariat was deieted, following a
suggestion by Argentina. The resolution was adoptecl with these
amendmerl.s. The Earth Negotiations Bulletinis coverage of these
discussions can be found at: http :i/www. i isd.cu v ollT / enb 1 7 22e.
hirnl and http:llwwrv.iisd. calv ol 17 / enb 17 24e.html.

Final Resolution: In the final resolution (COP9 DR16 Rev.l),
the COP notes an almost ?0 percent increase in the number of
Ramsar sites since COP8, but highlights concern that updated
RIS are missing for 4l percent ofsites. It encourages Parties to
report changes in the status of sites in a timely manner, including
their possible inclusion in the Montreux Record, and requests the
STRP to prepare a set of measures to, inter alia, using the revised
RIS format.

The resolution congratulates several Parties for reporting
on changes in ecological character ard boundary issues, and
recommends that Parties listod in the annex do so as a matter of
priority. It further instructs the Secretariat to consider options for
assisting and encouraging Parties in their actions in response fo
change or likely change in ecological character ofRamsar sitcs.

INTERNATTONAL ORGANIZATION PARTNERS:
On Saturday, l2 November Partics wclcomed inclusion of the
Irtemational Water Maaageinent Institute (IWMI) as a new IOp,
and encoumged extending the listing to other organizations,
especially those spccializing in watcr management. The draft
resolution (COP9 DRl7) was adopted without amendmenl.

Final Resolution: In the final resolution (COP9 DR17), the
COP reconfirms IOP status for Birdlifc international, IUCN,
Wellands lntemational and WWF, and formally confirms IOP
status for the IWMI. It also encoumges other organizations
to consider applying lor IOP status and requests the Standing
Comtrittee to review IOP perfonnance in supporting Convention
implementation and to report back to the COP.

FrfuIay, 18 Novewber 2005

REVIEW OF COP DECISIONS: The COP considered the
draft resolution on the review of COP decisions (COP9 DR18)
on Saturday, 12 November. On Monday, a revised resolution was
introduced by the Secrelariat. One delegate stressed the rcview
should be restricted to COP decisions only, not to Convention
text, and urged Terms of Retbrence be developed and a timetable
set to complete the revicw before COP10. Another suggested
STRP's participation in the revieq while another said it should
be reflected in the budget. The COP adopted the revised
resolution with these amendments.

The Earth Negttiotitsns Bulletin 3 coverage of these
discnssions can be lbund at: h@:llwww.iisd.ca/vol17/enbl723e .

html, and http://wwwiisd.calv oll"/ I enb1724e.btml.
Final Resalution: In the finai resolution (COP9 DRl8 Rev.l).

the COP instructs the Secretariat, the Standing Committee and
the STRP to review the decisions taken since COPI to identif,
areas of conflicting advice or poiicy, rcdundancy and ditfering
interpretation or conflict, and for the Standing Committee
to presert the review results to COP10. It also instrucls the
Secretariat to develop Tenns ofRef'erence and, ifappropriate,
identify potential service providers fbr review by the Standing
Comrnittee at its 34th session. It fufther agees that the review
should focus on COP resolutions and recommendations and not
on the text ofthe Convention.

CEPA OVERSICHT PANEL: On Saturday, delegates
addressed the draft resolution on establishing an oversight
panel for communication, education and public alvareness
(CEPA) activities of the Convention (COP9 DR19) in
plenary. Iran, supported by many, proposed setting priorities
on communication, education and capacity building, and
adding language io the terms ofreference on identifying gaps
between capacity-building opportunities and needs for wetland
professionals and stakeholders. Canada expressed concern over
budget implications. On Monday, Mexico requested an explicit
reference to the Panel reporting to the Standing Committee. The
resolution was adopted as amended.

The Earth Negotiatiotz-t Bulletin's covsrage of these
di scussions can be found at: http:/www. iisd"calvol I 7/enb 1 723 e.
htnrl and http:l/www.iisd.ca/vo117 I enbl 724e.html.

Final Resolutior: In the final resolution (COP9 DR19 Rev.t),
the COP recognizes that financial restrictions have ighibited
full implementation of CEPA. The COP: instructs the Standing
Committee at its 34th meeting to establish an Oversight Panel to
monitor and report on CEPA Programme implementation and to
sct priorities for communication, education and capacity building
in collaboration with the Wetlands lntemational CEPA Specialist
Group and the Ramsar Advisory Board on Capacity Building,
and to report to COPI0 on the Panel's activities; and requests
thc Secretariat to liaise with the Institul de I'cnergie et de
I'environnement de la Francophonie in order to share all relevant
information on.the Ramsar Convention.

An attached annex ineludes the Terms ofReference for the
Panel, r.vhich outlines its fiflctions, composition and modus
operandi. The functions state that the Panel will clarify the broad
role of the two national CEPA focal points, identily gaps between
capacity building opportunities and needs for the range of
wetland stakeholders, and advise the Standing Committee on the
form and function of the next CEPA Programme for 2A09-2014.
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The modus operandi states that the Palel will play a liaison
role with other MEAs and operate as much as possible through
electronic mears, and that CEPA focal point tepresentatives

should seek input from govemment and NCO CEPA focal points.

REGIONAL WETLAND SYMPOSLA: The COP considered

the draft resr:lution on importance of regional wetland symposia

in implementing the Convention (COP9 DR20) in plenary on

Saturday. Several Parties advocated using the Asian Wetiand
Syraposia (AWS) as a model ftrr other regions, with others

proposing the organization o1'subregional meetings to prepare

ibr regional fora, wilh one Party supporting the resolulion as

long as there were no financial irrplications. The COP adopted

the revised resolution on Monday moming in plenary with minor

amendments. Tbe Earth Negotiations Bulletinis coverage of these

discussions can be found at: http://wwv/"iisd.calvollTlenbl 723e.

html and httpllwww.iisd.calv ol1 7 I enbl724e.hhnl.
Final Resolution: In the final resolution (COP9 DR2O Rev. 1)

the COP encouages all Contracling and non-Contracting Parties

in the Asia Region tp give full recognition to the effectiveness

of the AWS. It endorses the continuation of the periodic AWS;
requests Parlies !o facilitate participation in the AWS by a wide
range ofstakeholders, noting that this will not have any financial
implications for the core budget; requests the Secretariat and

Standing Committee to encourage linkages between Ramsar

regional meetings, including subregional meetings; and

recommends that Parties, intemational NGOs, and other relevant

scientific and technical organizations consider thc usefulness of
establishing similar periodic regional scientific and technical fora
where they do not already exist.

INTEGRATED, CROSS.BIOME PLANNING AND
MANAGEM ENT OF WNTLANDS, ESPECIALLY IN
SMALL ISLAND DEVELOPING STATES: On Saturday,

Samoa, with the endorsement of the Oceania region, introduced
the draft resolution (COP9 DR21), noting it would assist small

island developing states (SIDS) in fulfllling obligations under

various agreements. Cuba noted reservations regarding use of
the term "cross-biome." On Monday, the resolution was adopted

without minor editorial amendments.

The Eurth Negotiations Bulletinb covetage ofthese
discussions can be found at: lrttp:/lwwwiisd.calvo1 1 7/enb I 723e.

html and hfip:l/www.iisd.carvoll 7/enb1 724e.html.
Final Resolution: ln the final resolution (COP9 DR2 I

Rev. 1 ), the COP notes the ecosystem approach adopted by
the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD), is mindful
ofresource constraints ofdeveloping countries, and SIDS in
particular, notes WWF's development of a prototype cross-

biome programme integrating the CBD's work prcgrammes,

and acknowledges the related work of UNEP's "Hilltops to

the Oceans" initiative and Pacific-Asia Biodiversity Transect
(PABRITA).

The resolution welcomes the initiatives of WWF, IINEP
and PABRITAas lools to assist Patties to take a holistic, cross-

biome approach 10 wetlards management, itrstructs the STRP

to consider the relevance and applicability ofthe tools and

approaches, and irvites WWF to prepare an information paper on

the subject antl, ifappropriate, for the CBD Secretariat, to submit

this paper to CDB COP-S as a confibution towards achieving
greater harmonization between the two Conventions. It also

Earth Negotiations Eullelin
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reiterates e lforts and capacity-building requirements of Parties,

particularly SIDS, with implementing integrated managemen!

approaches, and requests donors to give prioriry to training and

capacity building in the field. Finally, it encoumges Padies to

include within planning the development of site nelworks of
protected areas, to ensur-e that the ecosystem services,&enefits

delivered by various biomes are recognized and incorporaled into

management regimes and land- and watet-use activities.
TAKING INTO ACCOUNT THT CULTURAL \ALUES

Of WETLANDS: First introduced to plenary in conjunction

with the resolution on additional scientific and technical
guidance lor irnplementing dre Ramsar wise use concept, the

COP fnnnally considered the draft resolutiol.r (COP9 DR22)

on Tuesday. However, the issue had been addressed in regional

rneetings and a contact group, which met tlirr:ughout the COP.

During contacl group discussions on Salurday. delegates

agreed that cultural val.ues should be considered when
designating Ramsar sites, while some suppo*ed the addition
ofa criterion on cultural values. C)n Monday, delegates agreed

to language on measures being consistent lvith rights and

obligations under other intcrnational agreemeirts.

The COP considered and adopted the resolution on Tuesday,

wilh amendmenls on loca1 communities ald indigenous peoples,

and relevant cultural characteristics for designation ofsites, and

the deletion of a complementary c.itedol taking lnto account

cultural values.
Tlne Earth Negolicttion's Bulletin's coverage of these

discussions can be found at: htrp:/lwwrl,'.iisd.carvol 1 7/enb I 72 I e.

htmll http:/www.iisd.calvoll 7/enbl723e.html and

http:l/rvww.iisd .cal v o11 7 / enbl 7 24e.html.
Final Resolatior: In the final resolution (COP9 DR?2 Rev.2),

the COP:
. encoul?ges Parties to identify case studies ofwetlands with

significant cultural values and make them widely knorvu
. agrees that in the application ofexisting criteria for

identifying Wetlands of International Importance, a wetland
may also be considered of international importance when, in
addition to relevant ecological values, it holds examples of
significant cultural values:

. emphasizes that measures taken with respect to this resolution
in accordance with the Ramsar Convenlion are consistent

with Parties'rights and obligations under other international
agleements;

. identifies cultural characteristics as relevant in the designation

of Ramsar sites, including: sites that provide a model of
wetland wise use, demonstrating the application of traditional
knowledge; sites that have exceptional cultural traditions that
have influenced the ecological characier; and sites where the

ecological character of the rvetland depends on the interaction
with iocal communities and indigenous peoples;

. requests lhe Ramsar Secreta.riat to establish a multidisciplinary
working group on the cultural values ofwetlands; and

. llulher requests the Secretariat to analyze activities carricd ou,
to incorporate cultuml values in the work of the Convention
during the 2006-2008 triennium, and repoft to the Standing

Cornmitree and to COPl0.
RAMSAR SITESAND SYSTEMS OF PROTf,CTED

AREAST On Saturday, Nigeria introduced its proposed

resolution (COP9 DR24), noting it represents an example of

;1
:7.
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responsc to Peru's :inteweirtion, delcgatcs agreed to change the

title ofthe draft rcsolution to "tr{PAI and its consequences for
wetlands and waterbirds and their management and conseilr'ation

for the benefit of human well-bcing." The &aft resolution was

adoptcd as anrcndcd.
The Earth Negotiationn* Bulletin ls coverage of these

discussions car be fbund at: htp:/,rrww.iisd.calvol I Tlenb 1 723e.

html and http:/lwwlv.iisd,ca/vol I 7lcnb1 724e.htm1.

Final Resolutian: Tn the final resolulion (COP9 DR25 Rev.2),

the COP calls tbr fuliy integrated approaches lo addrcss avian

flu, and requests the Colwention's continucd participation in

the Scientiflc Task Force on Avian lnfluenza. The COP also:

underlines the importance of developing and implementing
national contingcncy or action plans rclated 1o the potcntial dsk
of disease transmissioir, and the need tbr national preparedness

to instances ofdetection ofHPAI in birds in wetlands; requests

the Secretary General 1o explore possibilities ofestablishing
parhrerships 10 suppotl the development of long-term fundilg for
monitoring schemes; and urges the STRP. with the Task Force,

to provide relevant input on practical measures to reduce the risk

ofdisease transmission between wild, captive and dorresticated

birds, to those agencies developing contingency and w'etland

rranagement plans related to avian t'lu.

IMPROVINC MANAGEMENT OFTHE RAMSAR
CONVENTION: On Monday, Canada intn:duced a proposed

draft resolution (COP9 DR26), roting it seeks to establish

a Managernent Working Group to review the Convention's
decision-making mechanisms and generate rccommendations

lbr COP10. Several Parlies stressed the need for the group to be

small-scale, self-financing and time-bound, and have equitable

regional representation. Delegates discussed the composition of
the group and its status, as well as specific tasks assigned to it.
Tbe Earth Negotiations Bttlletin lr coverage of these discussion-s

can be found at: http:llwww.i isd. calvo I I Tlenb 1 7 24e.hrml.
Final Resolutittz: In the final resolution (COP9 DR26

Rev" 1), the COP establishes an ad hoc Managemenl Working
Group to cxamine and review the Convention's variotts

management srructures and systems. and report to COPI0 its
recommendations on:
. improving the existing Terms ofReference and/or operating

procedures ofthe Standing Committee, thc Subgroup on

Finance, the STRP, regional meetings and the S6cretariatl
. establishing any new management structures; and
. strcngthening linkagcs between the Contracting Parties and

IOPs"

{t also identifies the composition of the Managcment Working
Group as follows: Chairs and Vice Chairs of the Standing

Committeo and thc STRP established at COP8 and COP9; Chairs

of the Subgroup on Finance for COPS and COP9; Sccretary

Ccnsral ex officio; any orher intercstcd Parties or IOPs, and an

appropriate expeft on organizational review, to be determined by
the Working Group, subjecl to there being no implications for the

Convention's budget.
THANKS TO THE HOST COUNTRY On Tuesday,

15 November, delegates adoptcd a resolution (COP9 DR28)
thanking the host country. ln this resolution, the COP

congra&lates Uganda for its pioneering efforts in wetland
wise use and conservation and sustainable natural resources

hannonization bctwcen Ramsar and CBD reporting requirements.

Delegates disagreed on the issue ofrefercnces to the IUCN
protccted area categories, with the US and others proposing

them, and Brazil opposing. An informal coniacl group was

established on Saturday, and a conrpromise was reached on

Monday cvcning.
On Tuesday, the Secretariat submitted the draft rcsolution for

adoption by the COP. The US requested, and delegates agreed

to, delcting two bracketed preambular paragraphs reibning to the

outcomes of the Vth World Parks Congress. The draft resr:lution
was adopted as amended.

The Earth Negotialians Bulletiniv covemge of these

discussions can be found at: http://www.iisd.clvol 1 Tlenb I 723e'

htrnl and http :/A.wvwiisd. ca/vol 1 7/enb I 724e.html.

Final Resolution: ln the i'inal resolulion (CIOP9 DR24 Rev'1),

the COP agrees to include as extra dala fields in lhe approved

RIS protected area categodes, ifany, fbr the site, as eslablished

by each Contracting Party" andlr:r IUCN categories (1994

version), ifappropriate, ard any other relevant designations. It
calls upon Parties lo ir*egrate efforts aimed at broader protected

areas system development in desiglating t'uture Rarrsar sites,

including through World Heritage siles nominations and

identification of Biosphere Reserves.

It furlher encourages coordinating apptoaches with the

CBD, through, inter alia' criteria lor identifying Weilalds
of Intemational Importance, and itnplementing the CBD's
programmes of work on marine and coastal biodiversiry and

protected areas.

MANAGING WETLANDS AND WATERBIRDS
IN RESPONSE TO IIIGIILY PATHOGENIC AVIAN
INFLUENZA (HPAI): On Thursday, the Secretariat cjrculated
an infonnation texl on avian flu for consultations. Delegales

discussed this issue in regional meetings on Thrrsday. On

Saturday afternoon, the contact group, chaired by David Stroud
(UK). met to furlher consider a draft r'esoluiion {COP9 DR25).
Pa:licipants agreed to add a new operative paragraph underlining
the imporlance of developing and implementing nalioral
contingency or aclion plans- In deleting the paragraph on

developing guidelines for landscape planning, the group added

paragraphs requesting the STRP to provide relevant input related

to practical measures to reduce the risk ofdisease transmission

bet\4,eefi wild and domesticated bitds to agencies developing
contingency and wetland nranagement plans and to assist in

sharing information.
On Monday, tho contact group rtot in the evening to considcr

the resolution's first revision. Seveml amcndments wcre
suggestcd, including: adding thc word "captive" bcforc the

word "birds;" deleting a paragraph on providing information
on inslances ofwatcrbird mofialify to national authorities; and

requesting a report on the Sccretariat and STRP's work with
rclevant agencies at COPl0.

During the closing plenary on Tuesday aftemoon, Chair
Stroud subrnitted a sccond rcvision for consideration by thc
COP. In response to the Russian Federation's concem about

the phrase "considerable n-tisinfonnation" rcgarding thc risks
posed by avian flu, the Secretary General suggested to replace

it with "misunderstanding in some countries." The Convention
or Migratory Species praised the COP's work on avian flu. In
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management, draws attention to the Kampala Declaration,
expresses gratitude to the Government and people ofUganda,
NGOs and the private sector and local staff.

DATE AND VENUE OF COPTO

On Tuesday, 15 November, Bridgewater introduced the
agenda item on the date and venue of the next COP (COP9

Doc.27), noting the Republic of Korea had offered to host
Ramsar COPl0.

The Republic of Korea's Environmenl Minister Lee

Jaeyong and Tae Ho Kim, Govemor of Gyeongsangnam-do
Province, extended the country's invitation to host COP10

in the city of Changwon, Gyeongsangnam-do Province, in
2008. Supporting the bid, Japan noted currently 17 out of43
Asian countries are not sigaatories to the Ramsar Convention,
representing the largest gap in the world. and that hosting
COPI0 in Asia will offer an opportunity to frrther promote the

Convention in the region. The COP accepted Republic of
Korea's bid by acclamation.

ELECTION OF PARTIES TO THE STANDING
CAMMITTEE

On Monday, 14 November, the COP elected Parries to the
Ramsar Standing Committee. The tbllowing countries were

selected to represent Ramsar's six regions in the Committee:
Samoa for Oceania; US for North America; Bahamas, El
Salvador and Ecuador for the Neotropicsl Austria, Czech
Republic. Georgia and Slovenia for Europe; Benin, Gabon,
Kenya and Malawi for Africa; and China, Iran and Thailand
for Asia. Uganda and the Republic of Korea will serve on the
Standing Committee as the COP9 and COPIO host countries.

OTHER MATTERS
MINISTERIAL DIALOGUE: On Saturday. 12 November.

COP9 Prcsident Otafiire chaired an informal Ministerial
Dialogue on the sidelines of COP9, attonded by ministers and
high-level representatives from I9 countries. The meeting:
cndorsed the outcomes ofCSD-13 and the 2005-20l5 "Watcr
for Life" Decade; focused on Convention implementation; urgcd
support ofregional initiatives; and considcrcd and agreed thc
Kampala Declaration.

THE KAMPALA DECLARATION: In the Declaration, the
ministers, inter alia, emphasizc: active community participation
in wetlands supporting livelihoods, calling on the private
sector and civil society to promote and sustain the wise use

concept; innovalive economic incentives in promoting wctland
rvise use and conservation; and further research and exchange
of information on avian flu in relation to wetlands. Thcy
also: undertake to address the World Summit on Sustainable
Development's (WSSD) Johannesburg Plan of Implementation's
2010 biodiversity loss goal and to strengthen the List of
Wetlands of Intemational Importance as a contribution to the
global network of protected areas initiated at the WSSD; affirm
the need for synergies between the Ramsar Convention and
other relevant conventions; call for cross agency and cross
donor cooperation; urge development and implementation of
transboundary a:rd cross national systems and approaches to
wetland ecosystems; and urge the Secretariat and IOPs to liaise
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with development partners and multilateral organizations to
identifu sustainable funding mechanisms for the implementation
of the Convention in Africa.

CLOSTNG PLENARY
l)elegates convened for the closing plenary on Tuesday

evening, 15 Noverrber, adopting the rcport of the meeting

without amendment.
Noting COP9 rvas a "Children's COP" because of the

presence of youth throughout the meeting, Secretary General

Bridgewater said his expectations for the COP had been

fulfilled and ihat he was satisfied rvith the meeting's outcomes.

He thanked the Standing Committee, the Secretariat, the

Covemntent of Uganda and particularly the Ministry of Water,

Land and the Environment, and finally, the delegates.

Iraq announced its intention to become a Ramsar Contracting
Party before COPl0, and to designate the eastern part ofthe
Mesopotamian marshes as its first Ramsar site. Grenada said it
also hopes to join the Ramsar Convention before CQPl0.

Romania submitted its bid to host Ramsar COp t I\ Ghana

congratulated Uganda on successfully hosting COP9, and

encouraged other African counffies to follow its lead in hosting a
Ramsar COP.

An NGO representative urged Parties to engage NGOs at the

national level in order to achieve the shared objective ofensuring
the conservation and wise use ofwetlands-

An indigenous peoples representative expressed concern over
Iow participation by indigenous peoples at COP9, highlighting
their important role in conserving wetlands. He also stressed the

need to ensure their full participation in law and policy making
for wetlands.

Birdliie Intemational, on behalf of the IOPs, commended
the COP's attention to tackling poverty, the Convention's
governance. and rapid responses to avian flu and natural
phenomena. He highlighted identified priorities for action before

COP10, including IWRM. dealing with changing ecological
character and outreach. He called for raising awareness about

the Convention at all levels to achieve a greater political impact.

He said that Ramsar was legitimate in the eyes of the world and
that, while IOPs are global, they act locally as well, through
distributed networks. technical programmes and civil sociery
engagement.

COP9 President Otafiire congratulated participants on a

successful COP and noted additional Ramsar sites recently
designated by Uganda. The meeting was gaveled to a close at

7'.20 pm.

A BRIEFANALYSIS OF COP9
"The limes they- are a changin"' Bob Dvlan
Opening the COP with this 1960s song by Bob Dylan seemed

fitting for a Convention that has undergone a remarkable
transformation in its 34-year-long history. Frorn a Norlh-centric
convention focused on the technical and scientific aspects

of the conservation of w'etlands and waterfowl, the Ramsar

Convention has become one that actively addresses a broad
range of often political issues related to conservation and wise
use ofwetlands throughout the world, fiom cultural diversiry
to water management to ecosystem services. coP9, the first
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Ramsar COP held in Africa, is indicative of this evolution to
accommodate broader concerns such as poverty alleviation. In
addition, COP9 serued to underscore Ramsar's drive to trecome
a more active player in the intemational agenda, reflected in the
adopted resolutions addressing avian llu, natural disasters and
wlter issues.

This brief analysis lbcuses on the key theme of COP9, that of
streamlining the Convention, highlighting its most hotly debated
issues, and looks ahead to the Convention's future.

STREAMLINING THE CONVENTTON
In his opening statement, Ramsar Secretary Gcneral Peter

Bridgewater rcferred to "quality, no1 quantity," a thome that
was echoed throughout the conference. While lhe Convcntion's
Strategic PIan includes listing 2,500 Ramsar sites by thc year
2010, many believe thar the rush to list too many sites may
take energy away from the managemenl of already existing
sites, which could result in many listed sites lacking adequate
maragement plans, and becoming less attractive to donors.
COP9 atterrpted to find a way to cxpand the number of Ramsar
sites without compromising their elTective management.

The Secretariat also attempted to streamline thc organization
of the COP itself. COP9 was two days shorter than COP8 and
adopted t'ar fewer resolutions, 25 rather than 45. The number of
rcsolutions at this COP was partly due to preparatory work by
the Seoetariat to consolidate submissions by Parties. but some
delegates f'elt that the "strearrlining" was super{icial. noting that
this consolidation resulted in a "mega-resolution" on additiotal
ssientitic and teshnical guidance, which ended up consuming a
great deal of time.

Unlike COPs for other conventions, where budget issues
plague debates and often stall progress, budget discussions
at COP9 were relatively straightforward with no late-night
negotiating sessions. For instance, curency conversion issues,
which have posed problems for some o,her Conventions, were
not a problem here as contributions are paid in Swiss francs.
Instead, the budget debate focused on how to aliocate funds, with
regional initiatives coming into p1ay.

The functioning of the Conventiol is being streamlined and
decentralized through regional initiatives and national focal
points, which have become more prominent. Ramsar has a

historically small and centralized Secretariat with a narrow
mandate. so addressing issues at the regioral level frees up some
ofthe burdens on the Secretariat and allows for more focus on
specific issues and leeds ofdifferent regions. The recent opening
ofthe Ramsar Regional Center for Training and Research on
Wetlands Western and Central Asia shows that Ratrsar is mature
and robust enough to incorporate this evolution and that Parrics
are serious about decenlralization. Many other initiatives are
formally recognized by the COP as having potential, such as the
Himalayan Initiative and the Nordic-Baltic Wetlands iniriative, .

and others were proposed fcrr future consideralion.

EMERGING ISSUES: RTSING TIDES
Ramsar's broadening scope has resulted in increased calls to

include emerging issues on the agenda. This was pafiicularly
prominent at COP9, as demonstrated by the emergency
resoluiion on avian flu and Ramsar's active involvemenl in the
recently established Scientific Task Force onAvian Influenza,

under lhe auspices of the Colvention on Migratory Species
(CMS). One delegate pointed out that the. avian flu resolution
would give more prominence to Ramsar's bird experts who
might be able lo access funding to study links between rnigratory
pattems of birds and aviar flu. He suggested that wlile billions
of dollars are being put into deveioping drugs to combat human
strains ofavian flu before it has even reached humans, much
more cou.ld be done stop the flu at its source. In a gesture of
suppo*, the CMS Executive Director Robefi Hepwofth dropped
in on his way 10 the CMS COP to be held next week in Nairobi.

In a year marked by tsunamis, hurricanes and droughts, a

draft resolution on natural phenomena and the acknowledgement
ofwetlands as buffers against flooding and mitigation against
other natural disasters indicated Ramsar's broadening agenda and

increas ing imporlance. Investing in eon serva tion, management
and wise use of wellands can save millions of dollars in
rebuilding efforts. For example, according to scientific estimates.
had the wetlands surrounding New Orleans not been degraded,
the city itself would not have flooded to ,he extent it did drring
Hurricane Katrina, and millions of dollars would have been
saved in reconstruction.

In addition. there is a greater acknowledgement of the
"benefitsiservices" that wetlands provide and that investing in
flrem makes sense. In COP9's host city Kampala, for example,
officials have saved money by investing in wetlands to provide
waler: purification servicss rather than building an expensivc
water purification plant. Another local example of an ecosystem
service provided by wetland triodiversity is the iconic African
bird, the Marabou stork, which acts as a Kampala strect cleaner.

The fact that more delegates from water ministries arc
attending Ramsar COPs and that the Intgmational Water
Management Institute was added to the list of Intemational
Organization Partncrs, highlights Ramsar's role in addressing
water issues in that water supplies are dependent upon the
protection and sustainable usc ofwetland and related ecoiystems.

Another emerging issue that was hotly debated in the
corridors, and cvcntually dropped, was a Swiss proposal to
extend the effects and benefits of Ramsar to the wetlands of
the Arctic and the Antarctic, in the hope that it would lead to
incrcased coherence in intemational action on Polar wetlands.
The Consultative Parties to the Artarctic Treafy strongly opposed
this proposal, tbeling the Consultative Group on the'Antarctic
was still in its infancy, and that the inremational community has
not been effeclive in managing the region. The issue will likely
emerge again at future COPs now that attention has been called
to the f'act that wetlands not only exist in these areas, but may be
in need of greater intematiolal attention.

CULTURE: ROUGI{ WATERS
COP9 was the first COP where everyone agreed that culture

must be discussed. Th:is resulted in an agreement to establish
a multidisciplinary working group on cr,rltural values of
wctlands. Prior to the adoption ofthis resolution, however,
delegates debated the role culture should play in determining site
designation. Politicized issues such as trade and conflict with
national interests crept into the debate on whether culture should
be a separate critsrion for designating a site, with a number
ol European delegatcs skongly supporting this proposal, and
others advocating that Ramsar is prirnarily an ecologically-based
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convention. Officials from Ministries of Foreign Affairs, who
wished they had been in Valencia to help stop the Convention
&om going into "dangerous wateis" and to "steer the culture
issue in the right direction," showed up in Uganda, mainly to
avoid the subsidization in agriculture and fisheries that they
feit the culture-related protectionist measures by governments 

.

could bring about. In the end, delegates concerned with trade
implications insisted on adding language on consistency with
obligations under other international agreements to the
resolution on culture, an :implicit reference to lhe WTO which
takes into account concems that protecting culture could have

impacts on trade.

NAYIGATING RAMSAR'S FUTARE BEFORE DOCKING
AT COP|O

COP9 proved to be less contentious than COP8, where

delegates debated at length such issues as agriculture, invasive

species and the report of the World Commission on Dams atrd

negotiated the Convention's Strategic Plan. This time, COP9
addressed a broad range of issues that show the increased ability
of Ramsar to respond to broader sustainable development goals

and targets. It was noted for example that, at COP9, there

was less talk of waterfowl than at any other COP. Ramsar's
contributions tr: achieving Millennium Devel:pment Goal
7 on environmental sustainability, the upcoming 4th World
Water Forum, achievement of the 201 0 biodiversity target,

and implementation ofdecisions from the thirteenth session

of the Commission on Sustainable Development on water and
sanitation were recognized in the Framework for Implementing
the Strategic Plan.

Since it is not a UN convention, Ramsar avoids some of the

bureaucratic red tape that often bogs down other conventions,
with one impressed delegate poiilting out that COP9 participants
refrained from "engaging in endless dialectic" nruch to the
chagrin of "contact groupies." This should hopefully enable
the Convention to continue to address broader issues and link
wetland ecosystems with human well-being * an issue that will
no doubt be examined in more depth at COPl0.

The fact that some contentious issues were not discussed
or were deferred to COP10 does not mean that these issues

will continue to be sidelined in the future. History shows that
emerging issues may need to "simmer," allowing Pafties to
warrn up to them. For instance, water issues rvere first addressed

at COP6, but have only now gained the full attention of all
delegates at COP9. One likely issue to rise again to the surface
is transboundary Ramsar sites, which was deferred to COPI0.
Culture was more comprehensively addressed during this COP
than at previous ones, so while progress may seem slow at
times, there is no doubt ihat Ramsar's methodical and scientific
approach has proven to be effective.

Now that a Ramsar COP has been held in Africa, the impetus
may exist for more countries in the regiol to lurther engage in
the Convention. The Oceania Region is diving deeper into the
process, and Asia is gearing up to host COP10. At COP9, several
developing countdes announced that they will soon mtify the
Convention. As noted by the Secretary General, there could very
well be 160 Ramsar Contracting Parties by the next COP. This
not only signals the increasing importance ofthe Convention,
but also demonstrates developing countries' recognition of
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the role ofwetlands, and their desire to play a more integral
role in the process. With this steady growth in lhe number of
Parties and sites as well as its geographical, cultural and topical
diversihoation, the Convention's transformatiofi into a modern

and mainstream sustainable development agrcement seems to
have "whet" thg appetite ofthc Parties.

UPCOMING MEETINGS
EIGHTH CONTTRENCE OF PARTTES TO THE

CONYENTION ON MIGRATORY STECIES (CMS)I The

eighth meeting ol the Conference of the Paries to CMS will
conveae Aom l6-25 November 2005, in Nairobi, Kenya, with
the thcme "On the Move to 2010." For trore infcrrlation,
contact: LT,IEP/CMS Secretariat; tel: +49-2?8-8 I 5-2401 ; fhx:
+49 -228-81 5 -2449; e-mail: secretariat(@cms.inl; internel:

htg:/lwww.cms.int /bodies/COP/cop8/cop8*mai npage.htm

SEVENTH GULFWATOR CONFERENCE: This meeting

will be held from l9-23 November 2005, in Kuwait City,
Kuwait. This conference aims to review and assess the progress

made in the Culf Cooperation Council countries towards the

adoption and implementation of comprehensive policies and

shategies for integrated water resources management and

their active irnplementation. For more information, contact:

Muharnmad Al-Rashed, Kuwait krstitute fbr Scientific Research

and Water Sciences; tel: +965-483-6100; fax: +965-483-4712;

c-mail : gwalerT@kisr.edu.ku'l intcmct:
http :liwww.kisr.edu.kdconference_details.asp?ID=29

INTERNATIONAL WORKSHOP ON PRACTICAL
IMPLICATIONS OF INTERNATIONAL CONYENTIONS
ON WETLAND MANAGtrMENT: This workshop will take
place from 21 -23 November 2005, in Venice, Italy, with focus

on practical impiications ofinternational conventions nn wetland
management. For more information, contact: Dwight Peek,

Ramsar Secreta rial; tel : +4 l -22-999-0 1 70; fax:. + 4 1 -22-999 -
0 [69: c-mril: peckqz,ramsar.orgl intcrnct:
http :liramsar.orglurlw. n.italy_servolo.htm

XII WORLD WATER CONGRESS: This conference
will be held from 22-25 November 2005, in New Delhi, India.
The thcme is "Water for sustainable development - towards
innovative solutions." For more information, contact: C.N.
Mathur, Member Secretary Adhering Comlnittee of Inteqrational
Water Resources Assoc:iation; tel: +9 1 - I 1 -26 1'l -5984; fax: +9 l -

1l-261 1 -6341 ; c-mail: info@worldwatercongress.org; intemet:
http://www.worldwatercongress"org

INTERNATIONAL SYM POSIUM ON RECENT
ADYANCES IN WATER RESOURCOS DEVELOPMENT
AND MANAGEMENT (RAWRDM-2005): This meeting will
take place lrom 23-25 November 2005, in Roorkee, Uttaranchal,
lndia. For more informatiofl, contact: Deepak Khare, Ildian
hrstitute of Technology; tel : -9 1 - 1 332-28 5393 ; fax: +9 1 - I 312 -
21 I 07 J : c-mai I : kharefi.r,tqr,i itr. cmct.in : intcmct :

http: i/wr','rv. iit r.crnct. irr/dcpa rtmentsr W RT, rawdrm.pd f
FIRST INTERNATIONAT, DIALOGUE ON THE

WORLDWIDE WATER CRISIS: This mecting will take place

from 24-?5 November 2005, in Seville, Spain. This dialogue will
address water management and amed conflicts" and water as a

fundamental human right. For more infonnation, contact: Green
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Cross Spain; tel: +34-9 1 -399-050 I ; fax: +34-9 1 -399-0865;
e-mail: central@greencrossspain: intemet:
http://u,ww. greencrossspain. org/doc/Crisismundialagua.pdf

INTERNATIONAL FORUM ON INTEGRATED WATER
RESOURCES MANAGEMENT OFTHE MEKONG RIVER
BASIN: This conf'erence will be held from 29-30 November
2005, in Chiang Rai, Thailand. Participants will address how
inter alia: sufiicient cooperation can be obtained to yield
sustainable water resources development; and IWRM can be

successfully implemented to yield clear sustainable development
outcomes. For more information. contact: Secretariat. Mekong
River Cornmissionr tel: +856-2 l-263-263: fax: -856-21-263-264
e-mail: iwrm.forum@mrcrnekong.org; internet:
http://www.mrcrrekong.org/waterlorum.htm

SECOND MEETING OFTHE UNITED NATIONS
ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR EUROPE'S (UNECE)
WORKING GROUP ON INTEGRATED WATER
RESOURCES MANAGEMENT: This meeting will take place

from 8-9 December 2005, in Geneva, Switzerland. The meeting
will meet to discuss flood protection, prevention and mitigation
and implementation of the EU Water Framework Directive. F'or

more information, contact: UNECE; tel: +41-22-917-2373: fax
+41 -22-917 -0107; e-mail: water.convention@rurece.org; internet:
http://rvrvw.unec e.orgl env /w aler lwelcome.html

FIRST INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON WATER
RESOURCES IN THf 2lST CENTURy: This confercnce
will occur frorn 26-28 Decenrber 2005. in Alexandiia, Egypt.
Participants will discuss: water supply and demand, river basin
management, droughts. flood hazards and disasters, scarcity,
security and suffrciency, ecology and ecosystem asscssment, and
management and planning of regional water resources. For more
information, contact: Confbrencc Secretariatl teVfax: +20-50-
225 5 5661, e-mail: ewra2005@ewra.com; intemet:
http://www.cwra.com/pages/2005/contents.htm

FIRST INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE
ON ENVIRONMENTAL CHANGE IN LAKES,
LAGOONS AND WETLANDS OF THE SOUTHERN
MEDITERRANEAN REGION: This confcrcnce will be held
from 4-7 January 2006 in Cairo, Egypl. For more intbrmation,
contact: Conference Organizcrs; Dr Mahmoud H. Ahmed,
National Authority for Remote Sensing & Space Sciences;
tel: +20 (0) 2622 5815: fax: +20 (O) 2622 5800; or Dr. Roger
Flower and Caroline Chambers, Univenity College London,
rel: +44 201 679 5545; fax +44 207 679 4293; e-mail: info.
ecollaw2006@ geog.ucl.ac.uk: internet:
http ://www. geog.ucl.ac.uk/rrelmarina,iecollaw2006/

THIRD GLOBAL CONFERENCf, ON OCEANS,
COASTS AND ISLANDS: This conference will meet frorn
23-27 Jaa:a.ry 2006, in Paris, France. The Forum also seeks to
improve global, regional, and national policies related to oceans,

coasts and islands. For more information, contact: Clobal Forum
Secretariat; tel: + I -302-83 l -8086; fax: + I -302-83 I -3668; e-mail:
johnston@ude1.edu; intemet: http:;Twww.globaloceans.org/

bWETLANDS, WATER AND LIVELIHOODS
WORKSHOP: This workshop will meet from 30 January - 2
February 2006, in St. Lucia, SouthAfrica. This workshop hopes
to strengtheo partnerships among government, non-govemment,
academic and private environment and developmentlaid
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agencies in sharing knowledge and experiences in the
integrafion of livelihoods, poverty and environment issues.

For more information, contact: Maria Stolk, Wetlands, Water

and Livelihoods Workshop Secretariat, Wetlands International:
tel: +3 I -317 -478854; fax: +3 I -3 1 7-478850; e-mail: wetlands.
livelihoods@wetlands.org; internet: http://wwv.wetlands.org/
news&,Newsltems/lVWlWorkshop_fi les/second_ann.htm

SHARING THE FISH CONFERENCE 2006: This
conference will be held &om 23 February - 2 March 2006,

in Perth. Australia. This conference will focus on resource

allocation and the sustainability of fisheries and u'ill provide
a neutml forum for the multi-disciplinary discussion of the

elements ofeffective allocalion offisheries resources to ensure

their sustainability. For more information, contact: Conference
Secretariat; tel : +6 I -8-9387- I 488; fax: +6 1 -8-9387- 1 499; e-mail:
info5@eventedge.com.au; internet:

http:/lwww.fi shallocation.com.aul
FOURTH WORLD WATER FORUM: LOCALACTIONS

FOR A GLOBAL CHALLENGE: The Fourth W'orld Water

Forum will take place from 16-22 March 2006, in Mexico City,
Mexico. This conference aims to raise awareness on water issues

all over the world. For more information, contact: Secretariat of
the 4th World Water Forum; tel: +52-55-5174-4480;fax: +52-

5 5 -5 l'7 447 22; e-mail: feedback@worldwaterforum4.org.mx;
internet: http:i/www.rvorldrvaterforum4.org.mx

EIGHTH CONFERENCE OF THE PARTIES OF THE
CONVENTION ON BIOLOGICAL DI!'ERSITY: COP-8 rvill
take place fiom 20-31 March 2006, in Curitiba, Brazii. For more

information, contact: the CBD Secrctariat; tel: +l-514-288-2220;
far: +l-5 l4-288-6588; e-mail: sccretariat(@biodiv.org; intcmct:
http:/iwww.biodiv.org

INTERNATIONAL SYMPOSIUM ON WATER AND
LAND MANAGEMENT FOR SUSTAINABLE IRRIGATED
AGRICULTURE: This symposium will meet from 4-8 April
2006, in Adana, Turkey. The symposium will seek to idcntiff
best management practices to harmonize the sustainable use

of watcr tbr agricultr.ral production and livelihoods with well-
functioning ecosystems. For morc information, contact: Attila
Yazar, Cukurova University; tel: +90-322-3386516; fax: +90-
322-3386386: e-mail: symp2006@cu.edu.tr; intemet:
http://symp2006.cu.edu.tri

22ND INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION ON WORLD
DAMS CONGRESS: This meeting will be held from 18-23

June 2006, in Barcelona, Spain. This meeting will address:

technical solutions to reduce tirne and costs in dam design and
construction; management of the downstream impacts of dam
operation; and flood and drought evaluation and management.
For more informatioa. contact: ICOLD Secretariat; tel: +34-93-
4016-478; fax: +34-93-101 7 -357; e-mail: secretariat@icold-
barcelona2006.org; internet: http://www.icold-barcelona2006.org

TENTH CONFERENCE OFTHE PARTIES TO THE
RAMSAR CONVENTION: Ramsar COP10 will be held in
Changwon, Gyeongsangnarn-do Province, South Korea in 2008.
For more informalion. please contact: Ramsar Secretariat; tel +41

22 999 0l'70 fax: +,41 22 999 0169; e-mail: ramsar@ramsar.org;
internet: http://wwu,.ramsar.org
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