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Ramsar Information Paper no. 1

What are wetlands?

Wetlands are areas where water is the primary factor controlling
CONVENTION ON WETLANDS  the environment and the associated plant and animal life. They

(Ramsar, Iran, 1971) occur where the water table is at or near the surface of the land, or
where the land is covered by water.

The Ramsar Convention takes a broad approach in determining the wetlands which come
under its aegis. Under the text of the Convention (Article 1.1), wetlands are defined as:

“areas of marsh, fen, peatland or water, whether natural or artificial, permanent
or temporary, with water that is static or flowing, fresh, brackish or salt, including
areas of marine water the depth of which at low tide does not exceed six metres”.

In addition, for the purpose of protecting coherent sites, the Article 2.1 provides that
wetlands to be included in the Ramsar List of internationally important wetlands:

“may incorporate riparian and coastal zones adjacent to the wetlands, and islands
or bodies of marine water deeper than six metres at low tide lying within the
wetlands”.
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The Ramsar Convention Secretariat. (29 uns1AU 2552). What are wetlands?.
https://www.ramsar.org/sites/default/files/documents/library/info2007-01-e.pdf
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