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This research aims to study the community perception and preparedness behavior
from disaster associated with flood and landslide and to enhance perception/knowledge on
the disaster including preparedness behavior of the community to handle them
appropriately. Research methodology was quantitative approach collecting data from household
representative in the disaster prone areas, 3,450 cases. Computer software packages were
used for statistical analysis; paired T-Test. In-depth interview and group discussion were a
part of qualitative approach.

The results indicated that most of the samples expected to experience flood and
landslide in their areas but they did not know where and they could not tell where is a safe
spot. Preparedness at a family and community levels was at moderate level. A family was
most ready in terms of following weather forecast whilst a community was ready to dissipate
warning alert. Other aspects of preparedness were not clearly indicated.

Training activity on the disaster readiness was part of enhancing perception and
knowledge for community readiness. The trainees were community leaders, students, early
warning station caretaker, and the locals, who live nearly the risk areas. Pre- and post-test
indicted that the trainees scored higher on both knowledge and readiness at 0.001 significant
level. Recommendation would involve continuous training program for the caretaker of the
early warning station around the risk area of flood and landslide. The program would heap
educating the caretaker to assist the community more effectively and would result in lower

the risk from the disaster in the near future.
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